FIFA World Cup 1974

THE FINAL TOURNAMENT

The 1974 World Cup provided a tournament in which strong suppesition

finally became fact, At any time, at least up till the final stages got underway,

t\?t\lf::t %iermal‘lwy stlgogu as everyone’s favourites to win, and form also decreeci
when a2 Wor winnin, i i

s G p g goal was required, it would be Gerd Muller

So that was the way it happened. But the race for the new
more of the kind when the favourite makes his burst over t::le};aAsttr t%ﬂl {rarwz
tl:Lan_ when he leads from start to finish, For the hosts fashioned such uncon-
vincing form at the outset of the finals that Holland looked more suited to the
wgrld crown. At times both Helmut Schoen and his piayers looked incapable of
w1thstand|133 the crushing pressure on them to succeed; on the field Schoen
mudflled witha variety of permutations; off it rumours spread that Beckenbauer,
nominally cagtmn and Schoen’s lieutenant, was taking the decisions of a general:
And defeat in a prestigious political match against East Germany only
aggravated the sores in the home team’s camp.

Yet Schoen’s cocktail of selection found the right blend in time, He stood
by Wolfgang Overath, such an influence in midfield in the World Cups of 1966
and 1970, t_hougl? the terraces clamoured for the recall of Gunter Netzer. He
stood by l_ns belief in two wingers, though it meant persevering with Jurgen
Grabowski, who_ only flirted with his best form, and Bernd Holzenbein whose
youthful enthusiasm did not always compensate for his international inex-
perience. I-'Ie gtung more effort out of the swaggering Uli Hoeness by dropping
him, and, in introducing the defensive strength and midfield power of Rejner
Bonhof, he proc!uoed aplayer who, though he played just haif of the tournament,

e I\; 01.1ehof 1t; ut}ut;tahr;ditl;g individuals,

umich on July 7 that blend proved too strong for a Dutch side i
Fhat combined |all the chillingly brilliant technique ;llfown in many :f?heurilgtgnh::
in the finals with the Ppassion and tension that had not been bresent so often,
Indeed from the first match it had been more a competition for the purist than
a{?:ac&l;:rs nn:lgkon ltll'.l; terra;e.b"la'l-le excellence of the control of defenders and
ike allied to the belief in pati i i
severely rationed goalmouth action. R play

Absolutely typical was the opening match between Brazil, the hold
Yugoslavia in l_-"'rankfurt. The third consecutive competi,tion beg:r{s’\:::g
a goa]lc_ess dr'aw in which misses by Jairzinho for Brazil and Oblak, Petkovic,
and Acimovic for Yugoslavia were rare highlights in a battle of attrition which
had Ehe coac!lgs purring and the fans whistling. The weather, too, fired its
opening capricious volleys, for the rain which fell was to darken the entire
three and a half weeks and the Germans had used a computer to select the
dates as the most likely to be dry!

The Bra.?il-Yugoslavia result held great domestic significance because of
Scotland’s involvement in Group 2. The Scots, at odds with themselves, the
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Press, and West German officialdom during their run<in to the finals, had to
begin their challenge against the unknowns from Zaire. Willie Ormend,
recognising the need to score with goal difference a vital determining factor,
gambled on the sharpness of Denis Law, but though Scotland won 2-0, hind-
sight showed that the margin was not sufficiently great. Zaire, excitingly athletic
on the ball but naive and disorganised off it, twice threatened Harvey’s goal
but Kakoko and Kidumu squandered their opportunities. The blunt instrument
of Lorimer’s right foot was not so wasteful as Jordan set up his chance;
a beautifully controlled knockdown header was met by a frightening volley
that flashed past Kazadi. The African keeper was still stunned six minutes later
when he allowed a Jordan header to slip through his hands over the line. But
though 58 minutes remained, Scotland could not score again; it was to cost
them a place in the Second Round.

Four days later in Gelsenkirchen, Yugoslavia were not se impotent, They
ted 6-0 at half-time and scored three more in the second half against a Zaire
side 50 demoralised that Ndaye attacked the Colombian referee and was sent
off, Kazadi was withdrawn after 20 minutes and no sooner had Tubilandu
replaced him than he was picking the ball out of the net for the fourth goal.

Simultaneously in Frankfurt, the only victory Scotland could score over
Brazil was in moral terms. After Brazil had fired the opening shots, Scotland
dominated the game with a display of character inspired by a virtuocso Bremmer
performance. But the new Brazil, as hard and rugged as their predecessors were
skilled, did not yield, and Scotland, for all the efforis of Jordan, lacked the
penetration their midfield domination deserved. The goalless draw meant that
Scotland had to beat Yugoslavia to be sure of qualifying; a draw would raise
the question of goal difference, And if Brazil beat Zaire by three goals they
would edge out Scotland.

As the two matches unrolled side by side the odds for a long while favoured
Scotland. Incredibly Brazil, without a goal in their first two games, struggled
to add to a 13th minute score from Jairzinho. Scotland began more positively
against Yugoslavia, and Jordan shot against Maric with the best chance of the
first 45 minutes. The half-time scores—Brazil 1, Zaire 0 and Scotland 0,
‘Yugoslavia 0, meant that the Scots were through if there were no further goals
in either game.

Brazil were still struggling to break down the massed African defence when
22 minutes into the second half Rivelino produced the first memory of Mexico
with a violent scoring shot from 25 yards. And then within two minutes events
on the two grounds ended Scotland’s hopes. First Kazadi flopped over a gentle
cross-shot from Valdomiro to give Brazil their vital third goal. Scotland now
had to beat Yugoslavia. But suddenly a bolt from the blue-shirted Yugoslavs
ended with Karasi, a substitute brought on to help ensure a draw, heading
firmly past Harvey. Jordan’s equaliser in the dying seconds gave some reward to
a young striker who had proved his ability in the highest class and enabled
Scotland, unbeaten, to hold their heads high. But Brazil and Yugoslavia went
through from Group Two.

Group One was, as expected, a tale of the two Germanys, and surprisingly
it was East Germany, supported by 3000 carefully selected supporters who were
allowed to cross the Berlin wall on special trains, who proved the more impres-
sive. Arguably the fittest side in the competition, their defensive strength
mustered around skipper Bransch was supported by direct running forwards.
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East Germany overcame some st ical resis i
but ha}d similar problems with Chile,?nglypming a drat?vl.]c\;iei; lz}mt{vtgfé
more in tune v_vhen they met the Australians, but they fell away after a strong
opening in whlcl} 0_verath struck back at some of his doubters with a faultless
half an hour wh_ich gncluded a gloricus goal from outside the penalty area and
Cullr_nann heading in a Hoeness cross. Muller’s first goal of the competition
prowpled the only major event in the second period.

Chlh? hac! a.lrea_dy drawn with Australii—a match that was held up by
torrential rain, a minor demonstration, and then by a strange refereeing decision
that.aglowed Richards of Australia to remain on the field for five minutes after
receiving a second yellow card before the linesman pointed out the referee’s
lmsta.ke‘—and thus it was certain that East Germany and West Germany would
appear in the second round before the two teams met in a match that had as
ml:lch to do with politics as it did with football. Cynics might suggest that it
suited West Germany to be beaten because it put them in the slightly weaker
second round _Broup—a possibility had only football been at stake, The
lr_la.tch, play.ed in Hamburg, was the first encounter between the halves of this
divided nation, and thirteen minutes from time Jurgen Sparwasser struck in
chm:actenstlc East German fashion. Following a sharp break from defence he
cameq the b.alI quickly into the West Germany penalty area, and when Maier

mttted hunse;fl ggpeoessarily !Je tsll:ot haird into the roof of the net. Memories
German ing a game in the preliminari winning
Cu(gr in 19'15;;1- had little consolation in thpnz c:ontext.es before =
oup Three lived up to its promise of being the most open of
the days of its ﬁna.l series of matches, it was still possible fog any ortlléeoﬁ‘tlsr-f(?uﬁ
g.ams to qualify. Holland, apparently shrugging off their disputes with the
ptch FA over payment, began convincingly enough in a tough encounter
with Umguay. _Rep spored twice in between dodging some furious South
American tack]mg which culminated in the sending off of Montero-Castillo,
But Swede'n, showing no discomfort from fielding a somewhat elderly side only
half of which were full-time professionals, held both the Dutch and Bulgarians
to goal‘less draws, while Uruguay kept alive a slim hope with a draw against
Bulgaria. B_ut Uruguay, semi-finalists in 1970, could not contain Sweden
whose previous lack of goals had stemmed from missing chances rather thar;
from not creating them. The tall Edstroem, a class apart in the air, revealed
@ deftncss of touch with his left foot, scoring twice, while the pace and
enthusiasm of Sand_berg’s running brought a third goal. Holland, too, recovered
a taste for goals against Bulgaria: Neeskens thundered in two first-half penalties,
and Rep a_md substitute de Jong doubled that total. Krol’s own-goal would bé
the only time the 33-year-old Jongbloed would be beaten until the final,

('_ir_oup FOL'II' happily did not live to expectations; there was little of the
anticipated violence in the clashes between Poland, Argentina, and Italy. If
the form of Poland eased the hurt of their dismissel of England, it was the
Arg_eptlmans who captured the hearts, If their self-control stemmed from a
pohtlcal order, to ensure the 1978 World Cup would take place in their country
it was nonetheless welcome and it was heightened by some delightful footba.l]’

Italy had begun as if determined to emulate their feat of 1966 when they lost'
to North Korea..l Now they conceded their first goal for thirteen internationals
to, of all countries, Haiti before sanity prevailed and they scored three times
;l;emselves. Their draw with Argentina, presented to them by Perfumo’s own

goal, meant that a draw with Poland in their third game would take them easily
into the next round. But their ageing side could not re-establish the impregna-
bility of their defence, and Poland contrived two brilliant pieces of finishing.

Thus eight teams remained in the competition—not to contest the quarter-
finals as on previous competitions—to compete in two Groups on a league
basis, the winners of each to contest the World Cup final.

Group A totally belonged to Holland. They began by destroying Argentina
in the best display of attacking football in the competition. Cruyff, Krol, Rep,
and Cruyfl again scored the goals, but those moments were just the icing on a
very sweet-tasting cake. There was a completeness about their attacking play
that defied marking; every outficld player looked at home in an offensive postion
and there was little percentage in tight-marking Cruyff when defenders had
similar goal-senses and were given the licence to exploit them. East Germany,
for alt their defensive poise, were equally powerless against the Dutch and
Holland needed only a draw against Brazil to be in the final.

Brazil had regained some of their reputation, but they were now about to
lose it again and more besides. A Rivelino free-kick had beaten East Germany,
and two thrilling goals, from Rivelino again and Jairzinho, had undone
Argentina even though Brindisi had become the first man to beat Leao in the
competition. But now in Dortmund, the World Champions set out to hang on
te their title with some calculated thuggery. Ze Maria showed his intentions
with a rugby tackle on Cruyff; Mario Marinho assaulted Neeskens off the ball;
and the gifted Luis Pereira persisted with a policy of physical intimidation
until a scything chop on Neeskens saw him sent off. Holland, though no angels,
kept their heads, and responded with two goals of the very highest class,

Group B produced a tussle between West Germany and Poland, and again
though there was no official semi-final the two teams eventually met with a
final place at stake for the winner. The hosts struggled for 38 minutes against
Yugoslavia until they again had cause to be grateful to a long range goal from
Paul Breitner. With the goal came composure and, with Yugoslavia showing
little stomach for the fight, a comfortable win. Muller’s persistence in the goal
area brought him a second goal after Overath’s superb through pass had freed
Hoeness, who was on as a substitute after being dropped in the original
selection for lack of effort.

Poland enjoyed a share of good fortune in beating Sweden. Lato chipped in
another goal to give them the lead but only Tomaszewski saved them when he
turned aside a penalty taken by Tapper. Deyna did not fail when he was
presented with a similar chance against Yugoslavia, and though Karasi
equalised, Lato’s finishing power again settled the match in Poland’s favour—
this time with a delicate header from Gadocha’s corner.

But the best football came when Sweden met West Germany in torrential
rain in Dusseldorf, After 26 minutes Edstroem again exhibited his undoubted
class with a looping volley which required the most perfect timing; Maier’s
flailing arm was no more than a gesture. But in the second half the character
of the Germans brought them two goals in 2 minute, from Overath and from
the splendid Bonhof, both after Gerd Muller had battled in the area for an
opening. Two minutes later Sweden were level through Sandberg, but Muller,
twirling like a top, made a goal for Grabowski and then, stumbling to the
ground, won a penalty which Hoeness converted.

The venue but not the rain changed for the West Germany-Poland match.
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In Frankfurt the kick-off was dela
i yed for half an hour while th groundsm
mopped up water like at a Test Match in Manchester. But on a gog ofa pit::lrral

Hoizenbein, playing as an orthodox left-wi =
t- was allowed to slice deep §
:1]11:1: Dutch ﬁalty area. It was Jansen who at la.:.t accepted the r;pzeﬁsiﬁﬂtl;g?‘
ing a tackle, and he was out_of range; Holzenbein seemed happier to fall
and sermd thmcha.llto brush as:dg what must have been a minimal contact
e Lot e;ll%een otfh:htt;:ltcu;% at goal, Jack Taylor duly awarded the
sogred — ., ter Hoeness’s aberration against Poland,
mmediately Jongbloed was in action again, making
v gain, a th
bﬁg:d thgi::ﬂ;h:]tl ﬁe_wadiih_e lie to those who suggested that h.};osl‘legl]:;tri?;: s\:';i
¢ 1 15 willingness to charge out of his oal to act i
Egs :lmgfrﬁat]::tt etjil.li l:iv‘efore half-time Muller mmgfactwe?tha: gr%ﬁ::lig
C orward run by Bonhof from midfi 1d i i
on the right where he received the ball; and s Steide e e
H the power of his strid i
past Krol. As he pulled the ball back from th i 26 o a2
little too close to the goal so that it ived s })ye-hne hind R Come in a
ed slightly behind him—a
that would have defied most other str?lznv i . Ay
: ers in th 1
turned, controlled, pivoted back and shot past ;o:gglg-egu " Muler checked,

saved instinctively from a s tacular ; i
del'stl;(ilrkllll::f N o in[i,'re:n ol gols:Ikam volley; the substitute Rene Van
elmut Schoen, second in 1966 and third in 1970 winm
s s = B w -
s,stﬂy the Du'fch mdg is unlikely to play together again “?l:stha;cl:asng:ny of ftl;
mﬂlionsengawgedho vl:; {:hr:ag?hfog‘t,ball‘liaéls m'}:.h a4 new manager. For so many of the
e Wor p their’s was a complet.
day they were caught out b they lnceed pon the
y the one type of pl
true to form, Gerd Muller won West Gmmagyafhe; :Jl\liitrltc}ll eéulgck °d. Becanso,
14 .

GROUP 1

Berlin, June 14, 83,168
‘West Germany (1) 1 Chile (0) 0
West Germany: Maier; Vogts, Breitner, Schwar-
zerilieck, Beckenbauer, Cullmann, Grabowski,
Hoeness, Muller, Overath (Holzenbein), Heynckes.
Chile:  Vallejos; Garcia, Quintano, Arias,
Figueroa, Rodriguez (Lara), Caszely, Valdes
gleliz), Ahumada, Reinoso, Paez.

corer: Weat Germany: Breitner (16 mins.);
Ref: D. Babacan (Turkey).

Hamburg, June i4, 18,180

East Germany (0) 2 Australia (0) 0

East Germany: Croy; Kische, Bransch, Weise,

Watzlich, Irmscher, Pommerenke, Sparwasser,

Lowe (Hoffmann), Streich, Vogel

Australia: Reilly: Utjesenovic, Wilson, Schaefer,

Curran, Richards, Roomey, Mackay, Warren,

g]swn, BE‘gisethermc. Curran {o0.g.) (57 mins)
zers ! any - 3

Stn:;ich (70 mins); Ref: Y. N'Diaye (ESenegal)

Hamburg, June 18, 35,000

West Germany (2) 3 Anstralia (0} 0

West G : Maier; Vogts, Breitner, Schwar-
zenbeck,  Beckenbasr, Cullmann \’Nimmertg,
Gmlll,e‘;wilki’ Heynckes {(Folzenbein), Overath,
M 0eness. y

Al:.lmafia: Reilly; Utjesenovic, Wilson, S::huferi
Corran, Richards, Kooney, Mackay, Campbel
(Abonyi), Alston, Buljevic (Ollerton).

Scorers: West Garmany: Overath (12 mins),
Cultmann (34 mins), Muller (53 mins); Ref:
M. Camel (Egypt).

‘West Berlin, June 18, 30,000

East Germany (0) 1 Chile (03 1

East Germany: Croy; Bransch, Kische, Weise,
‘Watzlich, Irmscher, Seguin EKreische), Sparwasser,
Hoffmann, Streich, Vogel (Ducke). .
Chile: Vallejos; Garcia, Figuerca, Quintano,
Arias, Paez, Valdes (Yavar), Reinoso, Socias
(Farias), Ah Veliz,

Scorers: Fast Germany: Hofmann (55 mins);
Chile: Ahumada (68 mins); Ref: A. Angonese

(dtaly).

Hamburg, June 22, 60,000

Enst Germany {1) 1 West Germany (0) 0

East Germany: Croy; Kurbjuweit, Bransch,
Weise, Kreische, Waizlich, Lauck, Sparwasser,
Irmscher (Hamann), Kische, Hoffmann.

West Germany: Maier; Vogts, Schwarzenbeck
(Hottges), Beckenbaner, Breitner, Hoeness,
Overath (Netzer), Colimann, Grabowski, Miller,
Flohe

Scorer: Bast Germany: Sparwasser (77 mins);
Ref: R. Barreto (Uruguay).

Berlis, June 22, 16,000

Chile (0) 0 Ausiralia (0} 0

Chile: Vallejos; Garcia, Quintano, Figueroa,
Arias, Pacz, Valdes (Farias), Caszcly, Ahumada,
Reinoso, Veliz (Yavar). '

Austratin: Reilly: Utjesenovic, Wilson, Schacfer,
Curran (Williams), Richards, Rooney, Mackay,
Abonyi, Alston {Ollerton), Buljevic.

Ref: J. Nandar (fran)

FINAL TABLE
PWDLEFE AP
EAST GERMANY 3210415
WEST GERMANY 3201414
Chile 3 021122
Australla 3 ¢c1 20351

GROUP 2

Frankfurt, June 13, 61,500

Brazil (0) 0 Yogoslavia (0} 0

Brazil: Leao; Nelinho, Luis Percira, Mario
Marinho, Francesco Marinho. Wilson Piazza,
Rivelino, Paulo Cesar (L.), Valdomiro, Jairzinho,
Leivinha.

Yugoslavia: Maric; Buljan, Katalinski, Bogicevic,
Hadziabdic, Muzinic, Oblak, Acimovic, Petkovic,
Surjak, Dzajic.

Ref: R. Scheurer (Switzerland).

Dortmund, June 14, 30,000

Scotland (2) 2 Zaire (0) 0

Scotland: Barvey; Jardine, McGrain, Bremner,
Holton, Biackley, Dalglish {Hutchison), Hay,
Lorimer, Jordan, Law,

Zajre: Kazadi; Mwepu, Mukombo, Bwanga,
Lobilo, Kilasu, Mayanga (Kembo), Mana,
Ndaye, Kidumu (Kibonge), Kakoko.

Scorers; Scotland: Lorimer (26 mins), Jordan
(32 mins); Ref: G. Schulenburg (W, Germany).

Frankfurt, June 18, 62,000

Brazil (0} 0 Scotland (0) 0

Brazil: Leao; Nelinho, Luis Pereira, Mario
Marinho, Francesco Marinho, Wilson Pinzza,
Rivelino, Paulo Cesar (Lé)lairzm.ho, Mirandinha,
Leivinha (Paulo Cesar (C)). )

Scotland: Harvey; Jardine, McGrain, Holton,
Buchat, Bremner, Hay, Dalglish, Morgan,
Jordan, Lorimer.

Ref: A. Van Gemert. (Holland)

Gelsenkirchep, June 18, 35,000

Yuogoslavia (6) 9 Zaire (0) 0

Yugoslavia: Maric; Buljan, Katalinski, Hadziab-
dic, Bogicevic, Petkovic, Oblak, Acimovic,
Surjak, Bajevic, Dza_ilc.

Zgire: Kazadi (Tubilandu); Mwepu, Mukombo,
Bwanga, Lobilo, Kilasu, Ndaye, Mana, Kembo,
Kidumu, Kakeko (Mayanga}.

Scorers: Yugoslavia: Ba%ewc (3) gl, 29 and 69
mins), Dzajic (13 ming), Surjak (1 mr‘mr)i Kata-

linski (21 mins), Bogicevic (34 mins), Oblak (59
mins), Petkovic (62 mins); Ref: O. Delgado
{Columbia).

Frankfort, June 22, 55,000

Scotland (0) 1 Yugoslavia {(0) 1

Scotland: Harvey; Jardine, McGrain, Holton,

Buchan, Bremner, Dalglish (Hutchison), Hay,

Morgan, Jordan, Lorimer. o

Yugoslavia: Maric; Buljan, Hadziabdic, Oblak,

Katalinski Boﬂoev:c, Petkovie, Acimovic, Bajevie
, Surjak, Dzajic.

Scorers: Scotland: Jordan (89 mins); Yugoslavia:

Karasi (81 mins); Ref: A. Archundia (Mexico).

Gelsenkirchen, June 22, 30,000

Brazil (1) 3 Zaire (0) 0

Brazil: Leao; WNelinhp, Luis Pereira, Mario

Marinbo, Francesco Marinho, Wilson Piazza

galirandinhn) Rivelino, Leivinha (Valdomiro),
ulo Cesar (C), Jairzinho, Edu.

Zgjre; Kazadi; Mwepu, Mukombo, Bwanga,

Lobilo, Kibonge Tshinabu (Kembo), Mana,

Ntumba, Kidumu {Kilasu), Mayanga.

Scorers: Brazil: Jairzinho (13 rrins), Rivelino (67

mins), Valdomire (79 mins); Ref: N, Rainea

{Rumania).

FINAL TABLE
P W DL F A P
YUGOSLAVIA 3 1 2 0 10 1 4
BRAZIL a1 2 0 3 0 4
Scotland 31 2 0 3 1 4
Zaire 3 00 3 0 14 0
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