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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Halting at the Cross-Roads

ITH this issue PLAYFAIR ANNUAL takes what might be
descnl:_ved as its ninth kick from this corner, with kick as the
operative word. Thinking over the immediate past, and looking

fo_rward to the future, there are many things to talk about connected
With the course taken, and to be taken, in tfis finest of all games.

Seldom, on the long road which the game has travelled, have the
travellers encountered, in one year, so many possible turnings. And at
the cross-roads ahead are sign-posts pointing in many directions. Which
way shozfid the game go? The guick summary is that the drivers,
maybe wisely gnd correctly, have halted at the cross-roads.

Take pointers providing direction problems. Questions concerning

the pay of the players were raised- -even a strike order, not cancelled
speedily enough to prevent the abandonment of one arranged game, There
was also discussion, at a high devel, about deleting the maximum wage
regulations. One of these days we shall do that—but not yet, Games
by ﬂgc_adlrght—just how many or how few—with the question of whether
television can be helpful to the clubs in genergl—or the reverse—were
also among the topical subjects calling for consideration.
. More than merely mixed with these cross-road signs, over-riding them,
in fact, is the continued falling off in attendances: an aggregate drop
again around the million mark in Football League games. This latest
attendance fall could not be attributed. in the main, to bad weather
conditions. Nor could it be said to be due, so far as the League struggles
were concerned, to lack of sustained interest.

In a restrospect of the season, I realise the necessity of being on
guard lest this issue of the Annual should earn the subsidigry tiifle
“ Manchester Edition.”  Such a line could be justified because two
major honours of our home season were won by Manchester clubs,
Arising out of the triumphs of Manchester United and Manchester City—
the manner of them especia ly—we may, without misgivings, recall an
old slogan, and, with slight revision, apply it to football: *“ What Man-
chester thinks to-day, the rest of the clubs of the country thinks to-
morrow.” We had Manchester United winning the League with effective
football played mostly by coming men, and Manchester City scheming
their Cup triumph in a refreshingly different way.

Debating over the future, and halting at the cross-roads, as I have said,
those in charge showed neither willingness nor decision to drive boldly
along the roads indicated by the signs of the times. True, the clubs have
been given permission to make more extensive use of artificial light
should they feel so disposed, That means not 50 early starts.

Also a favourable response has been made to the combined appeal of
the players for increased fees from matches additional to the ordinary
League and Cup routine.” The clubs may now pay three pounds per
man for appearances in such games. Bur there is no increase in the
pay-packet bonuy for wins and draws.

A big majority of the Third Division clubs were ready to try their
fortunes on a reconstructed road. By their votes, or the method of
deciding same, they were stopped dead. Progressing, without lengthy
comment, over the retention of a regulation which insists on a three-
fourths majority to make a change, it may be suggested that the Third
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Division clubs, presumably knowing what they want, should have been
given a little of whar they fancy.

As a general conclusion, it is here and now suggested that other
proposed changes which have received attention, are mere side-tracks
without any apparent serious attempt at a solution of the over-all prob-
lem: how to bring the stay-aways: back to the matches. So far as can
be gathered, there was no get-together of clul_v.r officials or players—
equally concerned—to discuss the persistently vital matter of the enter-
tainment standard. ] .

There isn’t a great deal wrong with the quality of the play: we still
have masters experienced in the skills of the game, and evidence from.
International affairs that there are as good fish in the sea as ever came
out of it. But merely to sit back contented with that thought won't
suffice. Shouldn't we step out towards more pleasure and profit by
introducing novelties in our football: things to talk about and stimulate
the appetite. .

Thz‘l:-tyy years have passed since any major change was made in_ the
laws of the game. That was the alteration of the offside regulations,
brought about because the people, who matter in part, practically in-
sisted on it, Why not have a go without any offside law at all?

Again—as a comparatively modern del_}elopment—we hgve 0 walch
goalkeepers in general, and to an increasing extent, prancing about the
penalty area, with the ball. Thev are encouraged to do ithis, more and
more, by team pals who pass the ball backwards to them on the slightest
excuse—or without any reasons which appeal to the watchers. Confine
the handling to the goal area—saving time and irritation. ]

Some people are still bothered about the part goal-average plays in
the table placings. A Bristol Rovers proposal that Test matches should
be played if League honours, plus promotion and relegation issues, turn
on goal-average, received no support. There is a much_ easier way
deciding the placings when clubs finish level on points. Give the prize
to the club which has scored the greater number of goals, ignoring those
against, and thus dodging the arithmetic. .

We are not calling for football revolution. The necessity for the stop
light: for the caution. light, is not overlooked, but at some of the crossings
there is need also for the other light—the one which signals go.

THE EDITOR

5 W THE FRONT COVER
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Players shown on the front cover represent
the clubs who won Cup and League honours

g : EM“’Q in England and Scotland last season.

On the left-hand side, reading from top to
bottom: Manchester City, Sheffield Wed-
nesday, Leyton Orient, Rangers. Right:

i R ot B Ly Manchester United, Leeds United, Grimsby
LI P e 3 Town, Hearts,
o - The badges are those of the four home

countries,




FOOTBALL LEAGUE 1955-56

FINAL POSITIONS
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Close Season Talking Points

who play without boots.

- e .-i‘. -

Listening attentively to the maesira are these African footballers in Nairobi
Stanley Matithews was on an exhibition tour in

Africa in the summer,

A proposition put forward by
Middlesbrough that no player be
transferred—either bought or sold
—after the sixteenth of March in
each season received little support.

In the coming season the club in
the two sections of the Scottish
League will operate under different
titles. Instead of A and B Divi-
sions they will be called First and
Second Divisions.

Everton, without a manager as
such, have set g4 new fashion. Mr.
Harold Pickering has  been
appointed Administrative Officer
(Playing Staff).

These incidents were recalled to
support the case for substitutes
for injured goalkeepers. On Octo-
ber 22nd, Portsmouth ’keeper
Uprichard was hurt — and Charl-
ton Athletic scored six. A week
Iater Blackpool ’keeper Farm had

to hand over his goalkeeper shirt—

and Preston North End scored six.
A mere fortnight afterwards Ley-
ton QOrient ran to eight—with the
Crystal Palace ’keeper Bailey hurt.

In League games last season, the
home attendance figures of Everton
—42,767—were higher, on average,
than any other club. The attend-
ances at Everton’s away games,
however, were lower than those of
any other First Division side.
Biackpool atiracted more people to
away matches than any other club.
Stanley Matthews must surely be
associated with that record.

Drawn to play Middlesbrough in
the third round of the Cup, Brad-
ford permitted their opponents to
play in their usual colours, which
clashed, and themselves changed to
white shirts. Bradford lost by four
goals.
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PBR_HAPS the most important
thing to be said about the
latest Manchester United cham-
pionship is that, in the main, it
was a triumph of youth, The
point is repeated because therein
are the foundations on which,
surely, we can build castles in the
air which may well become reali-
ties in football generally in the
future. The second point made by
the well-earned honour is that it
was the fruits of a plan, in relation
to the build-up of the team, which
worked,

Before and after I became
manager of the club, the Man-
chester United team was a good
one, as proved by play and figures.
Following the normal course of all
good teams, several loyal players
aged somewhat in the service of
the club. 'That state of affairs
called for rebuilding—all too often
a time of trial and tribulation.
Here the plan took shape.

In and around Manchester — as
around every big centre — were
hundreds of lads whose feet were
itching to climb the ladder of foot-
ball fame. The promise of these

Can the
Young Men
of Manchester

create a Monopoly ?

By MATT BUSBY

lads compelled me, if that word
isn't too strong, to make up my
mind to give the coming men their
chance to go to the top. The best
of them—we hoped—were picked
out, coached, trained, and framed,
physically and mentally.

The first fruits of that plan have
been duly harvested. You know,
without necessity for stress, that
the club “ walked * the champion-
ship with the youngest collection
of players, in age average, ever to
take that first prize.

Connecting questions naturally
arise, For instance, can other
clubs copy the plan? Doubtless
they will try. It is natural to copy
success, If the answer to the ques-
tion of whether other clubs can
make the plan work to the same
satisfactory extent is in the affirma-
tive, what football looms up!
Good hunting to those who try to
do what Manchester United have
done.

If others have the good fortune
to succeed to the same extent in
the standard of play direction, the
answer to another natural question
is in the negative. That question,
often put to me in recent mor_lths,
is whether Manchester United,

with its present maturing team and
the young Flayers of promise on
the fringe of it, can turn the annual
struggle into a monopoly? What
a dreadful thought! A monopoly
would certainly not be good for
the game — or even for the club
which set it up. In the very crea-
tion of a monopoly would be the
making of a break.

By straining a litile I can attach
that thought to the championship
winning season. In the very first
round of the Cup -our side was
overplayed, and properly whacked
by a Second Division side. That
four-nought defeat—a blessing in
disguise if you like — did more
than knock us out of the Cup. It
did us good because it brought all
of us—officials as well as players
—down to earth, cc::rmpelleclp us to
think again, instead of taking
success for granted.

You won’t be puzzled to get my
meaning. The way to better and
better football is for the best team
to have many challengers for that
title. If a chamf)ionship monopoly
doesn’t get a place in my wildest
dreams Fit doesn’t), I can at least
hope that my club will continue to
set the pace — in quality of play
and quantity of success.

I am told, and I accept this with-
out check, that we wused more
plagcrs in the first team than any
club which has won the champion-
ship has ever done. Good. This
means that, in the background, are
more players who have had, at
least, some experience of what is
wanted. Briefly, I see no reason
why other clubs should not raise
teams of equal merit, or of even
greater merit. ‘That’s more than
an obvious truth: it’s a hope.

The builders on our lines need,
particularly, some good luck. The
world’s best pickers of the promis-
ing lads will inevitably make mis-
takes in their estimate of how far
even the most promising will
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travel. There has been much falk
about the success which has
attended the Old Trafford plans.
Little has been said, because we
don’t shout about this from the
house-tops, of the failures. Take
it from me we have had our big
disappointments. Nobody can
forecast, with cerfainty, whether
any developing lad has it in him to

go the last yard, as we put it: or

the temperament, the will-power,
or half a dozen other necessary
assets.

With it all, and however good
the young players may be, the fact
will stand out, at this or that stage
in the building, that a prop or two
are needed to complete the build-
ing: props you can’t wait for as
you go through the match pro-
gramme. Hence the payment by
the club for players who have
shown that they already * had it”
—such as Tommy Taylor and
Johnny Berry.

That brings me to the team. I
am now more nearly cocksure than
I was at the beginning, that the all-
important team-spirit i3 more
likely to become a reality among
young players who have grown u
—in the footballing sense—wi
the club whose colours they wear.

Don’t let-anybody run away with
the idea that this method of team-
building is cheap, or easy. Figures
make that point. In one season our
scouts and talent searchers watched
well over five thousand vyoung-
sters., Of these only about three
hundred were eventually thought
to be gromising enough to be in-
vited for trials. And of those
hundreds less than a dozen were
considered good enough to justify
the grooming. .

Ours is a hard way, but if I may
make bold to say so, a way which
cant lead to an end giving the
maximum amount of satisfaction,
and good for the future of the
game, I trust,




OHN HAYNES, the Fulham

inside-left, now holds such a

position in our football that
any appreciation of him must also
be comment upon the contem-
porary game; indeed, the record-
ing of football history in the
making. He has aiready made an
appreciable mark upon play in
England: he may vet have pro-

found effect on its pattern — as
distinct from, and beyond, strict
match-results — throughout the
world.

His career, measured in years,
has been brief, for he is still only
twenty-one. In 1949, he won his
first Schoolboy International cap:
he played for the English Youth
team in 1952—the vyear in which
he became a professional — and
came into the England “B7,
Football League, and the full
England clevens in 1954,

International footballers may be
divided into three categories: the
first is of good players, men who
pull their weight in a representa-
tive match, but are not big enough
to change its shape by their own
efforts, otherwise they would fall
into the second class—that of the
great. Finally, come those who,

Our
Footballer
of To-day

and To-morrow

By JOHN ARLOTT

while great players, are also im-
portant for the effect they have,
beyond the games in which they
take part, upon the football of
their day. John Haynes falls into
the third category,

Among his contemporaries such
players as John Charles, or Bern-
hard Trautmann are equally —- or
more — gifted in terms of striet
playing powers, but have had no
comparable effect upon the shape
of football.

An inventory of Haynes' tech-
nical accomplishments shows that
he is master of the basic skills of
trapping, heading, shooting — as
most of the leading continental
players are, though not, alas, all
British international players. He
has, too, a fair turn of speed, and
he keeps himself fit. His remark-
able gift is his passing, a blend of
four ingredients — the ability to
find open spaces in which to work;
a footballing intelligence; a re-
markable ability to synchronise
the movement of players with the
ball and, finally, the physical
ability to direct a football accu-
rately through the air or along
the pround to any chosen point
from five to fifty yards away. Such

players as Peter Doherty, Raich
Carter, Jack Smith, Andy Wilson,
Alex James—in their senior days
—had comparable power in pass-
ing: but none of them was his
superior; and certainly none was
so mature of method while still so
young,

Haynes’ constructive pift is
heightened by its setting. He can
score goals: indeed, last April, he
came upfield to score the crucial
last-minute goal which enabled
England to draw with Scotland
and finish equally top—instead of
bottom—of the Home Countries
Championship, He is, too, more
capable than most contemporary
inside forwards of beating his man
in a dribble. Yet he rarely is seen
to make individual goal-scoring
attempts, or to indulge solo
dribbles. These two facts are im-
portant: they indicate that
Haynes lacks the essential goal-
hunger of the opportunist, and
that he regards dribbling as un-
necessarily hazarding the use of
the ball. That is to say, his
approach to passing is as nearly
single-minded as may be. He sees
football in strategic terms, as a
series of variable positions, chal-
lenging him to exploit them.

He has said that, ever since he
first began to kick a football, when
he was only seven years old, he
has wanted to play in midfield, to
collect the ball and redirect it.
That first urge has remained un-
changed. In his own words—"I
still play the same game now as I
did_then, but I have added ex-
perience to it.”

John Haynes was recognisable
as an outstanding creator of
attacking moves when he first
came into the Fulham team, three
years ago. For some time it wa
possible to see him growing in
stature almost match by match, as
his mind met and overcame new
problems, and as he developed
greater physical power.

Yet the character of his play
was so pronounced and so inher-
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ently influential that the question
of his being capped was not
merely one of whether or not he
was good enough to play for Eng-
land. His progress to Inierna-
tional level may seem rapid, but
there was a period during- which
his form demanded a place in the
English team which he was not
given. We may assume that this
reflected the F.A, Selection Com-
mittee’s hesitation about a choice
involving such implications. They
recognised that, once committed
to Haynes, they became, to some
extent, committed in terms of the
strategy and the types of players
to be employed around him. -

Those implications were great:
yet not quite so great as has occa-
sionally been suggested. For in-
stance, it has been said that Stan-
ley Matthews was dropped from
the English team because he could
not play with John Haynes. In
fact, Stanley Matthews lost his
blace as a result of a bad game
against Wales. Maithews and
Haynes are both easy to play
with: Matthews because he makes
it easy to pass to him; Haynes
becanse he passes well even to
men who do not make it easy.

They demonstrated this fact in
the England v. Brazil match at
Wembley when their inter-passing
laid the foundation of victory,

It is trie, however, to say that
players of certain types derive
more benefit than others from
playing with Haynes and, also—
a very real distinction—that some
men do not make the most of
playing with him. Anyone who
has secen him, with a single, per-
fect, forty-yard ball from the
fringe of defence, send Perry in-
stantly in on goal, will realise what
such passing can do for a goal-
copscious wingman with an eye
for position. On the other hand,
when in the England-Scotland
mafch, Tom Finney held back,
waiting for square passes, he de-
nied himself the value of Haynes,
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It is important to notice that the
three players who have profited
most from Haynes’ passes have
been Trevor Chamberlain, Bed-
ford Jezzard and Bobby Robson.
Chamberlain has been playing
with him ever since the two were
schoolboys, and Robson and Jez-
zard are the opportunists for
whom he created so many goals
in his League career at Fulham.
None of them has looked quite
such a good player away from
Haynes as with him.

It is not necessary for a forward
to have played much with Haynes
to take advantage of his football,
but, failing that experience, the
other player must think football
strategically. Certainly auch
attacking forwards as Alex Jack-
son, Billy Liddell, Cliff Bastin, or
Tommy Lawton would have
dropped into a Haynes movement
as by second nature.

Haynes himself says that he
sees a football pitch in terms
of the positions of the oppos-
ing defence. In general, if the
backs are playing wide, he will
seek an opening down the middle:
if the defence is covering closely,
he will try to exploit the space on
the wings. Such football brains,
backed by such accuracy, have
never been common: currently
they are extremely rare.

It is not easy for a forward to
believe that, if he detects an open-
ing when Haynes has possession of
the ball, and moves to take advant-
age of that opening, the ball will
be delivered precisely into his run.
Yet, more often than any other
player we can remember—except,
perhaps, Alec James at his peak—
Haynes will make that perfect and
goal-creating pass. .

This means that any player with
first-class positional sense can
play with John Haynes: con-
versely, any player without it,
however remarkable his other
gifts, will gain little from him.
The choice of Haynes in any
eleven means, too, that the de-

mand for attacking play by the
wing halves is reduced.” So long
as they can chip or push the ball
out of defence to him in a clear
midfield position, it will be
switched into attack more rapidly
—and probably more accurately
—than they could achieve by
carrying it forward.

So, Haynes, in following out
his own football destiny, probably
has shaped the strategy of England
teams for the dozem or more
years for which he seems likely to
hold his place. The dangers of
such a player are those always im-
plicit in a “ key man,” If he can
be so closely marked that he has
no space in which to work, or if
he is forced to drop out of an
English team, there is no one fully
equipped to take his place. On
the other hand, his success may,
like most successful moves in
Football, breed imitators.

Tactically and  strategically,
John Haynes is the most important
footballer—AIf Ramsey and Stan-
ley Matthews included—to play for
England in the past twenty years.
In character he is also an asset;

He is a natural games player;
he says—* I prefer football in the
football season, ecricket in the
cricket season,” As a wicket-
keeper and hard-hitting batsman,
he had sufficiént success with
Winchmore Hill in club cricket for
Middlesex to ask him to join the
county staff in 1955, but he had to
refuse the offer to nurse a damaged
ankle back to full fitness. The 1956
northern international tour tied
him until early June, and Fulham
remustered for training in mid-
July. Such is the cleft stick in
which the successful footballer-
cricketer of today finds himself,
and John Haynes resolved his
problem by making a brief club
cricket tour in Devon last
summer. Deciding to play cricket
for fun, he has recopgnised his
football as a career. Therein he is
already successful—and is likely to
prove historic.

A CUP FULL OF QUERIES

Manchester City 3,
Birmingham _City 1

(Final tie at Wembley, May 5, 1956}

N the final stage the F.A. Cup
was won by the side which
played the better football. Of

that, no shadow of doubt what-
ever. The victory of Manchester
City was as clear-cut: as devoid of
if and buts, as any final tie of our
time. Not even the Birmingham
players, sadly reviewing what had
been for them a sadly out of touch
and disappointing day, suggested
that in everything which mattered
in the play they were other than
second best.

Amid such unusual unanimity,
the queries which arise are as im-
portant as the details of the story.
How did the downfall of the
favourites' come about? Did the
match come as near to being won
before the ball was kicked as on
the field?

The Manchester City forward
make-up was not public knowledge
until practically no time remained
for their opponents to debate
calmly — much less practise —
counter-moves. In the sequel the
roamings of Revie, with John-
stone doing much the same sort of
thing, had the Birmingham de-
fenders on the wrong foot for the
greater part of the game. Was this
hiding of a team’s identity calcu-
lated strategy or compelled by
force of circumstances?

Again, did the pre-match idle
chatter about Birmingham City
being a rough team lead them to
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be ultra-careful to avoid a- blot of
suspicion on the copy-book? As
big a surprise as the actual pro-
ceedings and result was the absence
of “fight” bya team known
for its fighting spirit. Instead of
possible worries, one-armed
Referee Bond and his linesmen
had a far easier time than most of
their Cup Final predecessors.

Not a semblance of fluke or
doubt concerning any of the four
goals. They came almost inevi-
tably as the harvest of clever
movements. HAYES simply had to
shoot past the helpless Merrick
inside three minutes: what could
be described as a peach of a goal.
KiNsey equalised in fifteen minutes,
and for a little while after that the
pace and energy of Birmingham
levelled the skill of their oppon-
ents, The second half was Man-
chester’s, with the Birmingham de-
fenders—and especially that fine
centre -half Smith — wandering
around the stretch of dream turf
as if they were lost.

After sixty-four minutes Dyson
scored, and five minutes later the
now seemingly very fit JoENSTONE
put on the third. Nearly over, but
Just sufficient spirit left in the losers
to compel goalkeeper Trautmann
to heroics—and a broken neck.

A big, if not new point, and a
lesson for us all stands out. As we
discuss Cup Final prospects next
May—and in subsequent years—
we must not drag into the tslk
reminders of what the clubs which
have got there have done, or what
they can do. It's the foothall
played on the day of days which
matiers.

BIRMINGHAM CITY: Merrick; Hail,

. Green; Newman, Smith, Boyd; Astall,

Kinsey, Brown, Murphy, Govan,
MANCHESTER CITY: Trautmann;

Leivers, Little; Barnes, Ewling, Paul;

Johnsione, Hayes, Hevie, Dyson, Clarke.
Referee: Mr. A. Bond {London).
Attendance: 100,000, Receipts: £49,858.




to the

books, the game of football
really came to life in Sheffield
nearly one hundred years ago. A

CCORDING history

group of enthusiasts formed a
Sheffield club, and thus laid the
corner-stones of organised football.
They could scarcely have imag-
ined, in their wildest dreams, how
the game would * mushroom ”, not
only in this country but the world
over. It certainly could not have
occurred to them that in 1956 the
ups and downs of the two big
Sheffield clubs would be a hot
topic. That is how things have
turned out. i
Sheffield, where organised foot-
ball was born, is a town with two
Football League clubs—Wednes-
day and United—both steeped in
the highest traditions of the game.
With all this background: these
possibilities, and no obvious handi-
cap, these famous clubs should be
feared by all their competitors,
Yet over the last two decades,
meetings with the “ Owls  and the
“ Blades”, have all too often meant
easy points for them. Why? Why?
In the very last season, as you
know, the two clubs played the
one up and one down game. The

These ups
and downs of

Shefficld Football

By JIMMY HAGAN

International Forward and
Sheffield United

game for Sheffield followers
should be, of course, two up—and
near or at the top. For a player of
a club now due for its third spell
of Second Division football in his
time, the line most easily taken is
that—thank goodness—football is
an uncertain affair. Hs and buts
abound. There's luck in the run
of the ball: the weather, the
odd shots. In turn these, and others
on similar lines, are blamed for
games lost. Excuses don't butter
parsnips. Teams have their good
spells, when everything goes right
for them. They also strike lean
times, when everything goes
wrong. In Shefficld the hope is
that we have left the lean spell far
behind, and that we can now re-
capture some of the glory which
Was Once ours,

Sheffield Wednesday carried all
before them in the Second Divi-
sion League competition last
season, and now have a well-
balanced team. They have again
tasted success, and are keen and
eager for more success. Alas,
simultaneously, United had a
mixed season, and after looking
safe for another term in the First
Division siruck one of those lean

terms, with some bad luck attached.

The United are now faced with
the task of emulating. Wednesday;
of finding a winning combination
to take them back to the First
Division, and then making a
strong challenge for the champion-
ship honours the following season.
It’s a hard job, but it can be done.

There is no doubt that Sheffield

footbail fans are absolutely fed up
with all this up and down business:
promotion struggles and then rele-
gation once more. Consolidation
after promotion seems to be miss-
ing. The town and district has the
population: it has the best sup-
porters in the country. They turn
up when the weather is bad: when
the football is bad, They are ready
to shout their heads off, and to
grumble when they don’t get what
they want — good and successful
sides. I don’t blame them for
that. It is their inheritance.
" They have memories which
inspire criticism, Whenever I
meet a Wednesdayite, and discuss
with him the “ good old days ” of
their soccer, he is sure to dwell on
Wednesday’s glory period--1929 to
1935, The club’s finishing positions
in the top class in that glamorous
period were two firsts, four thirds,
and one cleventh: a model of con-
sistency. Famous names slip off
his tongue—Strange, Leach, Mars-
den, Seed, and so on.

This success story of Wednesday
came to what is called the inevi-
table end. In 1936 they occupied
the twentieth place at the finish,
and the following season were in
the last place, Why the decline?
Was it just bad luck, or was it lack
of capable replacements for this
match - winning  combination?

My * Unitedite * friends take me
back quite a way to recall the
golden era. They talk of those
mighty men Foulkes, Thickett and
Boyle: of the club’s feats in the
early part of the century, and
coming nearer our time may be
forgiven if they sigh for a Billy
Gillespie. Cup successes apart,

15

surely it is time the wheel of for-
tune turned in the United’s favour.

Both the Sheffield clubs received

severe blows in the last twenty
ears, some of which could’ not
ave been foreseen. They Ilost
some of their best players, and
then had the unenviable task of
replacing them at a time when
good players were . scarce, and
transfer fees sky-high.

I need not set them out in detail
here: they are remembered by
football followers in general and
by the people of Sheffield particu-
larly. Topmost, in recent times
from the Wednesday angle was the
shattering blow at Preston, when
the almost incomparable Derek
Dooley was injured and later had
to have his leg amputated, Will
they find another Dooley? They
might, but many years may pass
before they do so. Such gems are
rare.

United’s troubles started when
the war broke out in 1939, and
they have continued in the years
between, up to the sad news of
the death of their manager, Mr.
Reg. Freeman. He bad already
put Rotherham United on the
soccer map. He carried on the
good work at Bramall Lane, seeing
the club into the First Division,
but he was not given the time to
complete his plans. Believe me,
the players were hit by his death.

What does the future hold for
Sheffield football? It's the town’s
turn for a good spell. So here’s
hoping, even if merely hoping is
far from enough. One point must
not be overlooked. In a League
system there must be clubs in the
running for the championship and
others in the running for the drop.
The position of this or that club
depends, to some extent, on what
the others do. Didn't somebody
decide that it is not in mortals to
command success. Knowing the
people at the head of the two
Sheffield clubs, as I do, I believe
they will do everything possible to
deserve it.
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DEADLOCK ON SOCCER LAWS

Problems of Substitution and Obstruction

By HARRY GEE

THERE are no changes in the
Laws of Football for seasen
1956/7.

Behind this bald statement is the
story of a deadlock which has
arisen in the councils of the Inter-
national Board — the law-making
body of soccer which consists of
representatives of the Football
Association {of England), the Scot-
tish E.A., the F.A. of Wales, the
Irish (Northern Ireland) F.A., and
FLF.A.

I write deadlock, but it would
be more correct to use the word
disagreement. And disagreement it
really is, for the Football Associa-
tion .cannot see eye to eye with
F.LF.A —the world organisation—-
and the Scottish F.A. on the subject
of substitutes, or with the Scots on
the vexed matter of obstruction.

What is the pother about? A
wise man, with the judgment of
Solomon, the legal knowledge of a
lawyer, and the vocabulary of a
dictionary compiler, might fully
interpret what the authorities con-
cerned are aiming at, but as I am
none of these 1 can only try to sum
up the controversy in simple
language.

In the first place, the opposition
expressed by the Football Associa-
tion at the annual meeting of the
International Board at Llandudno
in mid-June turned the scales in
the voting. Alterations in the Laws
can only be made if at least four-
fifths of the representatives at the
meeting agree to the changes, and
with the English F.A. saying “No!"
it needed only one other negative
vote to see the proposals thrown

out. The Football Association
announced the attitude they in-
tended to take when they held their
own annual meeting, but the way
the individual delegates voted at
the International Board gathering
was not made public.

The Football Association, whose
legislators have done much over
the passage of years to formulate
the Laws, see no reason for alter-
ing that dealing with substitutes.

~This, in its material part, says:

* Except in a match played under
the rules of a competition, substi-
tutes may be allowed to replace
players receiving injuries during a
game, subject to this arrangement
being agreed upon by both teams
before the start.”

Note this well. The F.A. do not
oppose the general idea of subati-
tutes for injured players, but, in
accordance with the Law, they will
not have them in a match played
uvnder the rules of a competition.

What do the Scots want? Again,
note carefully that their defeated
proposal  stated:  “ Substitutes
shall not be permitted in any
match played under the runies of a
competition.™

Where then is the bone of con-
tention between England and Scot-
land? It is the attempt by the
Scots to re-word the Law to include
specific mention of the number of
players to be allowed as substi-
tutes and to define a competition
match. The Football Association,
as I see it, think the Law is self-
sufficient as it stands for observ-
ance by all grades of teams from
schoolboy sides upwards,

s —p—

The Scots ?ut forward an ample
description of a competitive match
in these terms: “A competition
match is one where the result
counts for points towards a cham-
pionship or one where the losing
team is eliminated from the com-
petition. All other matches are
termed non-competitive matches.”

I cannot see anything wrong
with that, as far as it goes, but
erhaps the Football Association
eel that the description, for the
purpose of improving the appro-
priate law, is not comprehensive
enough. A game couid be a com-
petition match without points or
the knock-out element involved.

FIF.A—to whom clubs from
all over the world are affiliated—
are broadly speaking at one with
the Scots in desiring definite men-
tion of substitutes for the goal-
keeper at any time through injury
and one other player up to half-
time.

Nevertheless, there is one fine
difference between the F.I.F.A. and
Scottish points of view. The Scots
will not have substitutes at any
price in matches under the rules of
a competition — for instance
our own home International
Tournament. F.LF.A,, on the other
hand, plump for the replacement
of a goalkeeper through injury in
any type of game.

With these two bodies at vari-
ance the Football Association
probably took the wisest course in
opposing any change at all. Curi-
ously enough, the majority of
foreign countries, for all their in-
gistence on substitutes in the so-
called friendly international
matches, do not permit substitutes
in their national League and Cup
competitions.

So until common ground for
alteration of a ticklish law is found,
the cry of “Up the ten men,” in
dozens of different tongues, will go
on echoing round the world.
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The argument over obstruction
is, in comparison, straightforward.
The Scottish F.A. want the offence
removed from the list punishable
by an indirect free-kick (from
which a soal cannot be scored
unless a player other than the
kicker touches the ball) and in-
cluded in those for which the
punishment is a direct free-kick
and, within the penalty area, a
penalty.

The Scots have suffered consid-
erably at the hands of Continental
sides from obstruction, and I
applaud their action in seeking
firmer measures to check it
but look at the implications of
their proposal.

I’ll just mention one happening
which ™ takes place regularly in
British football games—junior as
well as senior—-the blocking by a
full-back of his opponent when the
latter is trying to get to the ball
running wide of the posts over the
goal-line.

I've called it blocking, but the
intention to obstruct by the de-
fender, without any thought of
playing the ball himself, is plain,
yet what ructions there would be
if this practice demanded a penalty.
If referees observed the letter —
yes, and the spirit—of a Law
amended as the Scots wonld like it
we would have penalties as fre-
gquently as corner-kicks: unless the
defenders mended their ways, as
they could be persuaded to do.

I suggest a counter-proposal for
my Scottish friends which has the
merit of being within the present
Law and which, with fearless refer-
eeing, would stop obstruction in a
5€ason.

Caution the offending player for
ungentlemanly conduct (a wide
field of interpretation here), then,
Lfffhe persists 1n his ways, send him
off.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 1955-56

Apart from two by opponents,
the whole of the Leyton Orient 106
goals, plus 12 in the Cup, were
scored by the forwards.

On the 24th of September, Tom
King, the Watford goalkeeper,
made a neat pass to Heckman, the
Leyton Orient forward, who
promptly put the ball into the net.
Watford were playing in different
colours, and King thought he was
passing the ball to a team-mate,

On_the same seventh of April
day, Derby County and Brighton
and Hove Albion reached the hun-
dred mark in League goals for the
geason., On the same day another
century total was reached—in the
Bradford against column.

After nine matches had been
played, the last three places in the
First Division League table were
occupied by London clubs—Tot-
tenham Hotspur, Chelsea and
Arsenal, with five points each.

If, playing at Bramall Lane
against Shefficld United in the last
match of the season, Wolver-
hampton Wanderers had drawn in
a no-score match they would
have finished level with Blackpool,
In every respect, including goals for
and against. 'The match was
drawn at 3-3, and Wolverhampton
finished third.

During the whole season only
two players scored five in a League
game—DBedford Jezzard for Ful-
ham against Hull City, and Jack
Conner for Stockport County
against Carlisle,

Centre-half Don McEvoy earned
a place all to himself in Soccer
history: the only player who has
been with two clubs relegated to
the Second Division, and promoted
the next. He had that experience
with Huddersfield Town in 1952
and 1953, and with Sheffield Wed-
nesday in the last two seasons.

Having previously been asso-
ciated with clubs which won the
National Cup Final of three dif-
ferent .couniries, Jimmy Delaney'
just failed to make it a fourth. He
was with Celtic when they won the
Scottish Cup Final; with Man-
chester United when they won the
“English” Cup, and with Derry
City in the Northern Ireland side
which triumphed. In the Eire Cup
Final, Delaney’s club lost to Sham-
rock Rovers in last season’s final
tie.

For the first time for fifty years,
the two major honours of the
English season were won by clubs
in the same centre—Manchester—
United winning the championship
of the First Division and the City
the Cup. In 1906 Liverpool ‘won
the First Division championship
and Everton the Cup.

On the 22nd of February, 1956,
the first Football League game by
floodlight was played—at Ports-
mouth, To Bob Curry, of New-
castle United, goes the credit of
scoring the first-ever lit-up League
goal. Incidentally, it was so cold
that both goalkeepers were long
trouseis,

Making his initial appearance in
a first-team match, Nejl O’Halloran
scored all the poals—three—for
Cardiff City against Chariton Ath-
letic on the 10th of December.

The craziest goal of the season
was scored in the Arsenal-Black-
pool game at Highbury on the 17th
of December. When time was
almost up a whistle sounded. As
the players were making towards
the dressing-rooms, Dennis Evans
playfully sent the ball towards his
goalkecpet, who was picking up
his cap. It went into the net. The
game wasn't over: the goal
counted, and at the final reckon-
ing that freak goal secured second
position in the table for Blackpool,
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THE INTERNATIONAL SEASON

1955-56

HOME TOURNAMENT—FINAL TABLE
Goals
P. W. D. L. F. A Pis
ENGLAND ee ... 0t 1 1 85 3 3
SGOTLAND vee a3 11 1 4 3 3
WALES . 3 1 1 1 3 4 3
IRELAND 3 1.1 1 356 3

Since the home countries first entered the International Tournamen!
in the 1883-4 season, there has been no parallel to the above final table.
The four countries had identical records, in_the resulls sense, and ay
goal-average does not apply, the championship was shared by all four.

IRELAND 2, SCOTLAND 1
(Saturd’ay,. 8th October, 1955, at Windsor Park, Belfast.)

THE first of the home International series was primarily notable for
an unusual result—victory for Ireland after an eight years interval.
It was a well-deserved win, too, although the Scots were of the opinion
that they were more than a triffe unfortunate. Some pre-match criticism
of the make-up of the Scottish attack was more or less justified by
events. Liddell was again in the outside left position, with Reilly at centre-
forward. Both have given better displays for their country.

Directly opposed to each other were two Sunderland players, and
evidence was quickly forthcoming that Bingham had pace and tricks to
which McDonald had no effective counter. Bingham, the outstanding
forward, "was the main-spring of a lot of trouble for the_ Scottish
defenders. . . .

So much superior were the Irishmen in the first half that a two go
lead was merely fitting. JACKIE BLANCHFLOWER was not such a prominent
inside man as Mcllroy, but after seven minutes he scored the first goal.
This was followed, seven minutes later, by a BINGHAM scoring effort.
In the second half Scotland improved, with Gordon Smith as the
inspiration of several attacks which had the traditional Scoitish stamp.

Shots from him worthy of goals were stopped by the width of first
the bar and then the post, Uprichard was helpless on those occasions,
but there were many others, during the period of Scottish supremacy,
when the Ireland goalkeeper was_loudly cheered for fine saves.

JomnsToNe put his side back into the game with a goal, scrambled
with the assistance of Reilly, after sixty-two minutes. Danny Blanch-
flower, who had earlier been masterly in helping the attack, generalled
the Ireland defence in his inimitable way, Most noteworthy helper in
stopping the Scottish forwards was Cunningham, coming into the side
because McMichael was unfit. crabam @ or Rovers), Gunningham

H i } ranam onpastar s
(Js?oﬁ'!it‘:yDditmmgﬂmflm?rm?g.t)h ) {Tottenham  Hotspur) (Captainy, MoCavana
(Goleralng), Peacack (Celtic); Bingham (Sunderiand), Blanchflower (J.)-m( anchestier
United), *Goyle (Coleraing), Maoliroy (:n::ley)_(,Fl\:l:;a(;lar:dmf::;:l:d V(s:;)‘.d erland);

b ' il an); Parker alkirk), *M 1 L H
Evsa%gﬂil‘:‘:ft:i'u;), '3‘535";' ((R':llrll’ge;:ls), )'Glen {Aberdeen); Smith (Hllﬂarmfp), g::lins
(Celtic), Reilly (Hihernlan), Johnstone (Manchester City), Liddell (Liverpool).

Attendance: 50,000. *New Cap.
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WALES 2, ENGLAND 1
(Saturday. 22nd October, 1955, at Ninian. Park, Cardiff)

Jack Kelsey leaps to save from Stanley Maithews, The man with the
outstretched arme iIs John Charles,
OUR_. home International season having started with a surprise Ireland
win over Scotland, Wales carried on by ending a seventieen year
period of unrealised hopes of victory over England. A brief summary
of the game must stress that scarcely at any time did the play .reach
the classic heights, and that—especially in the later stages—there were
personal clashes which should have no part in the game at any level.

. The whole affair, however, again made the point that on these ocea:
sions Welshmen can pull out a bit extra—even play above club form.
That remark applies to very few of England’s chosen. The early
promise of a treat for the spectators being supplied by thé England
wingers, Matthew and Finney, were not wholly fuifilled

All Wales rejoiced, after thirty-cight minutes, as TAPSCOTT raced
through, unchallenged, to take a pass from Kinsey and open the score.
The applause which greeted this goal was little more than a whisper
in comparison to that which greeted a JonNes header past Williams, from
a cross by Paul, within a minute of the first goal.

Six minutes after the interval part tragedy hit Wales. Byrne lobbed
the ball into the Wales goal-area—a harmless looking effort. ‘There.
however, JoHN CHARLES went up to head past his own goalkeeper as il
that had been his intent. :

An injury to Paul, who had shown that he knew all about the Revie
plan—and how to upset it—affected Wales somewhat. The younger
Charles was as prominent as any of the stalwart Welsh defenders during
the side’s time of trial. A memorable result for Wales.

WALES : Kelsey (Arsenal); Williams (West Bromwidh Albion), Sherwoou (Cardil
City) (Gaptam); Charles (M.) (Swansea Town), Charlas (J.) (Leeds United), Paul
(Manchester City); Tapscott (Arsenal), Kinsey (Birmingham City), Ford (Cardit
City), Allchurch (l.) (Swansea Town), Jones (Swansea Town).

ENGLAND; Willlame (Wolverhampton Wanderers); Hall (Birmingham GCity),
Byrne (Manchester United); MeGarry (Huddersfield Town), Wright (Wolverhamptor

Wanderers) (Captain), Dickingon  (Portsmouth); Matthows (Blackpool), Revi
(Manchester _Oity), Lofthouss (Bolton Wanderers), Wilshaw (Wolverhamptor
Wanderers), Finney (Preston WNorth End).

Referea! T. J, Miohell (Irefand), Attendarca: 65,000
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ENGLAND 3, IRELAND 0
(Wednesday, 2nd November, 1955, at Wembley)

es tt by Len Graham fails, Denis Wilshaw hae scored
A dooparats aute N N g goal for England,

CLEAR{)UT as was the England victory eventually, it -seemed
possible, during the first half of this game, that Ireland would
celebrate elevation to Wembley status with victory—something they
hadn’t managed against England for over twenty i:j;s.h g
o quick blows in the early part of the second , however, turne
thengblgs against the Irishmen too far over to be righted. Some pleasing
features were attached, and some not so bright from the England point
of view. i
Disappointed in the result, the Irishmen had reason for co‘x‘lsgdcrable
self-satisfaction—put into words by manager Peter Dol_len:.y: I'm glad
we played good football, but sorry our forwards didn't show more
thrust and power in finishing.” ; .th oefiret 6 did
Billy Wright, wearing an England shirt for the seventy-first time, di
everyt%ing 1gosssible tgxg hold together a generally hesitant defence when
the Irishmen were giving their opponents hints on how it should be done.
The clever scheming of Charlie Tully was an outstanding feature, and
more than one scoring chance was rrussseu:lt.l ‘ .d . -
course it was Johnny Haynes, in his second International game,
w}}g ?:llJlg most to put Englagd in the anticipated place—on top. Six
minutes after the interval ome of his many pin-pointed passes sent
WisHaw through to score. Four minutes later the Wolverhampton
player jumped high enough to beat Uprichard for‘ the ball, which seemed
to go into the net off the back of the attacker’s head. For Wilshaw
this was his sixth goal in two appearances at Wembley. FfNNB\_’ wound
up a rather subdued game—for him—by scoring Engand's third goal.
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Taking a disturbing length of time to settle down as a team, England

reached a satisfactory level, with the pace of new winger Perry, unlucky
not to score, a telling factor, and Tezzard shooting strongly and aceu-
rately enough to deserve a goal or two.

EBNGLAND: Baynham (Luton Town}; Hall (Birmingham Gity), Byrne (Manchester
United); *“Glayton (R.) (Blackburn Rovers), Wright (Waolverhampton Wanderers)
(Captain), Dickinson {Portsmouth); Finney (Preston North End), Haynes (Fulham),
Jezzard (Fulham), Wllshaw {Wolverhampton Wanders), *Parry (BIamkppnI).

IRELAND: Uprichard (Perismouth); Cunningham (Leicester City), Graham
(Doncastar Rovers); Blanchflower (Tottenham Hotspur)] (Captain), CGavana
(Coleraing), Peacook (Celtic); Bingham (Sunderland), Mellroy (Burniey), Goyle
(Coleraina), quly (Coltic), McParand (Aston Villa).

Referee: B. M. Griffiths (Wales), Attendance: 60,000, * New Gap'.

SCOTLAND 2, WALES 0
(Wednesday, 9ih November, 1955, gt Hampden Park, Giasgow)

TI-IE result, and the play, in this game, sent anticipations aft agley,
.- reminding the watchers, anew, how contrary is human nature, par-
ticularly when twenty-two humans, attired in football kit, are concerned.
On the one side were the eleven Welshmen who had triumphed over
England: supposed to be dreaming of winning our home International
tournament outright. '

For some mysterious reason, however, the energy, the enthusiasm, not
to say fight, bred in Welsh bones, were qualities only notable for their
absence. On the other side we had a suspect, criticised Scottish eleven,
considered more likely than not to drive home the point that as football
experts Scotland’s best had gone back. Yet these Scots were in as close
touch with the copy-book as any in recent times.

From the start the ball was cunningly caressed, and accurately trans-
ferred along the ground from man to man, with Johnstone and Reilly
making such a great footballer as John Charles wonder into what sort
of game he had been grafted.

With only a slightly less capable goalkesper than Kelsey there might
have been half a dozen goals to Scotland in the first half. He it was who
kept the score down to two. JOHNSTONE got both—in the fourteenth
and twenty-first minutes. Between these fine goals Reilly also had the
ball in the net. The referee’s whistle for offside only slightly dampered
the almost forgotten Hampden roar.

Obviously having their glamour day, the Scots were mostly delightful-
to-watch exhibitionists during the second half. Sympathy for the
defenders of Wales is due. An almost non-existent forward line gave
the rearguard little respite. The reputations of several Welshmen suf-
fered grievously, including that of Ivor Allchurch, who was at the mercy
of the wee tiger Bobby Evans.

It is a little short of the literal truth to say that the Welsh played
as well as the Scots allowed them to do.

SCOTLAND: Younger (Hiberniany; Parker (Falkirk), McDonald (Sunderland) ;
Evans (Oeltiv), Young (Rangers) (Captaln), Cowie (Dundee); Smith (Hihernian),

Johnstone (Manchester City), Rellly (Hibernian), Colling (Celtic), Henderson
(Portsmouth).

WALES: Kelsey (Arsenal); Williams (West Bromwlich Albion), Sherwood (Cardiff
City) (Captain); Charles (M.) (Swanseca Town), Charies (J.) (Leeds United), Paul
(Manghestar City); Tapscott (Arsenal), Kinsey (Birmingham City), Ford (Cardiff
City), Allchurch (I.), (Swansea Town), Jones (Swansea Town).

Referee: R. J. Leafe (England). Attendance; B53,887.
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WALES 1, IRELAND 1
(Wednesday, 1Iith April, 1956, at Ninian Park, Cardiff)

. : i b R g
Norman Uprichard foila a Welsh scoring chance with Tapscott and Ford
near at hand, . .
IF, exercising patience which would have enabled them to take in this
game, the writers about it would surely have been willed to cast
their votes differently regarding the footballer of the season. John
Charles stood out, as the master player, capable of doing much more
than his allotted task. . . ]
Ten minutes after the start, in a truly memorable fashion, he set Wales
on the path to what should have been a victory which, whatever else
happened, would have meant sharing the championship. From his own
penalty area the mighty Charles started on a run which, despite con-
siderable opposition, took him to the other penalty area. From there.
with most of the defenders out of position, he put the ball across. Ford
discreetly allowed it to pass on, and CLARKE scored at will. i
Wales should have had that championship prize secure by half-tlm?.
Apart from an arguable offside decision which denied Ford a goal, Paul’s
side-footed penalty kick was brilliantly saved. ) .
Surprisingly, the second half went, in the main, to Ireland, with
Danny Blanchflower rising near to the heights of Charles, as footballer
and as tactician. Knowing more about new cap and club-mate Hopkins
than any other player, the Ireland captain exploited this knowledge. He
gave Bingham the exact passes to produce the maximum effect.
Inside two minutes from the re-start the Sunderland man made the
running, with the sequel that Jimmy JoNgs was able to put his side Jevel.
Seldom has a player who looked such a distant cousin of a centre-
forward: over-weight, almost bald, and wearing shorts too small, done so
much to prove that neither tape measure nor scales provide on oath
evidence. He deserved to win the game with a wonder volley.
-Althougli others played parts in this_exciting contest to earn honourable
mention—including Harrington, playing instead of Mel Charles—-there
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were men on both sides who did not come up to expectations, But
when we review the game now, and in the future, thi 0 is i u‘-
table—the John Charles match, - S
. : elge 1; i i i
(Toitenham Hotsgu;)(; 5'&'%.{;:&' er(\g:g:llm (gia{:):ff aries Cagan,
:Iltl;rl) (l\:-lﬂm;nt;r (?l)tn(:h;lnneu (Swansea Town), }
) oh (L. ansea Town), GClark Manchest, ity).
NIREI.ANIJ: Uprichard sportsmuth)- cunnleng{m::n (If:i::stg:-tyélw), MoMichael
(J swoastle United); Bl ower (D.) ZTonenham Hotspur) (Gaptain), Blanchflower
{.) (Manshester United), Casgy (Newcastie United); " Bingham (Sunderiand)
?Aosltlzgnglkagmley), *Jopaa (Glenavon), MoMorran (Doricaster Rovers), I.m:l(hartI
Referea: R. H. Davidson (Scotland).

*Hopkine
Charles (J.) (Leeds United),
Tapscott {Arsenal), Ford (Cardiff

Attendance; 45,000,

SCOTLAND 1, ENGLAND 1

(Saturday, 14th April, 1956, at Hampden Park, Glasgow)

ALMOST everything which had gone before in this game—and that

means. 2 lot—was reduced to second place by the dramatic finish.
Scotland went within half a minute of beating England at Hampden Park
for the first time in 19 years, and also, of course, were only those seconds
short of winning the International championship.

When a majority of the wildly jubilant waichers had taken in an
extra supply of air, to be released as the final whistle sounded to pro-
claim a_ Scottish victory, England left back Byrne advanced along the
wing, From there he put the ball high into the centre. Taylor headed
It on towards HaynNes, who breasted it down, and coolly placed it past
the Scottish goalkeeper into the net. The ready roars were choked back:
replaced by staggered silence. Even at that, a draw caused most of the
forecasters to bow their heads. How wrong they were to conclude that
this England side would give the Scots the run-about.

If Scotland had to undergo the experience of having the cup of
triumph snatched from them, after the taste they had deserved on
general playing merit, it was fitting that Haynes should be the man to
administer the blow. He was the one England forward to touch his best,

Through the game there was no combined England forward line, as
such: the two centre-forwards plans failed. The whole of the England
defenders were up to standard in a match not really distinguished.

Among the successes of the game were the three men appearing in
such a match for the first time: Reg Matthews for England; John Hewie,
South African born, and Graham ILeggat for.Scotland. Those two
Scots were responsible for Scotland’s goal fifteen minutes before half-

* New - Cap.

me.

Full-back Hewie, as tall and as masterful as George Young, “ broke
the rules” by taking the ball into the England penalty area, fﬁ)m there
to make the pass from which LeGoaT, somehow, lobbed the ball over the
head of Matthews.

The Scottish come-back to rather more than equality, if not to their
own top standard, was as surprising as the failure of the English
f%-gg'lrrl.d:iqn ¥ iberni i
Evane. (Coltio), YOURE (ﬂ‘.','.’éiﬂ"}%ap':ii’.'.‘if e

T a _Glen (Aberdeen); *Leggat (Aberds N
‘('?I'i'll::l":?& ,-(Manehsstsr Gityy, Reilly (Hibernlan}, McM?‘llnn (Airdria), Su':“)h

ENGLAND: *Matthews (Coventry City); Hall (Birmingh Git B -
chester United); Dickinson (Portemouth), Wright (':Vglv:ﬂmn:p{z'n ’&"‘.:.-Eﬂ?i‘;
Gaptain), Edwards (Manchester United); Finney (Preston North End), Taylor
anchester ‘' United), Lofthouss (BRolton Wanderers), Haynes (Fulham), Perry

(Blackpool),
Referes: L, Oallaghan (Newport). 132,817.

*Hewie (Charlton Athletio);

Attendance ; * New GCap.
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UNITED KINGDOM 1, REST OF EUROPE 4
(Saturday, 13th August, 1955, at Windsor Park, Belfast)

WHAT a football season of delight we should have had if the basic
principles taught by the Continentals in this pipe opener had been
taken to heart, by players of Great Britain in general, possessing the
skill to copy.

The mid-August game was arranged to celebrate the 75th birthday
of the Irish F.A. Alas, part of the cclebration consisted of a slow hand-
clap from a portion of the spectators, as criticism of the efforts of the
British players. A comparison of the play of the two teams justified
this form of comment—if it is ever justified.

Goals apart, the United Kingdom players were out-played and out-
generalled to such an extent as to give the impression that they were the
pupils. The excuse that the “ home™ players were a mixed collection
carries little conviction, In the Europe eleven were men from seven
different countries, speaking many different languages.

A weighty difference stood out. Whereas our men were often seen—
and caught—flat-footed, their opponents were on their toes all the time:
racing into the open spaces. In short, they not only played well-nigh
perfect football with the ball, but also without it. .

Not more than four Great Britain players can be mentioned as coming
near to the Continental standard. Matthews and Charles are coupled
at the top, with Blanchflower and Johnstone adding genius in flashes.
In the twenty-fifth minute, Matthews did find JOHNSTONE in an open
space, and England were ahead. Almost immediately VINCENT replied
after a part save by Kelsey.

The score remained even, with some close shaves for England thrown
in, until fifteen mimites from the end. In that period, however, VURAS
scored three times, including a last man penalty—the most concentrated
hat-trick in matches under this heading.

UNITED KINGDOM: Kelsey (Arsenal); Sillett (Chelsea), McDonald (Sunderiand);
Blanchfiower (D.) (Tottenham Hotspur) (Captain), Charles (Leeds United), Peacook
(Celtic); Matthews (Blackpool), Johnstone (Manchester City), Bentley (Chelsea),
Muoliroy (Burnley), Liddell (Liverpool).

REST OF EURQPE: Buffon (ltaly);
Oowirk (Austria) (Captaln), Jonguet (Franoe),
(italy), Vukas (Yugoslavia), Kopa (France),
{Franoe).

Referae: Just Bronkhorst {(Holland).

Brandt {(Belgium);
Soarensen
Vincent

Gustafsson (Sweden),
Boskov (Yugoslavia);
Travessos (Portugal),

DENMARK 1, ENGLAND 5
(Sunday, 2nd October, 1955, at Idraets Park, Copenhagen)

IMMEDL&TELY preceding final preparations, the _Denma.rk men
practised for an hour or so on a spare pitch adjoining the stadium.
This certainly had the effect of warming them up, and in the opening
stages of the game they made things pretty hot for the England defenders,
with even Wright obviously worried at times,

Goalkeeper Baynham held the fort splendidly, however, and for the
greater part of the remainder of the game the King and Queen of Den-
mark saw their countrymen outplayed. Such a turn was not surprising,
of course, for the Danes who opposed England’s full strength were all
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amaters, It wasn't necessary for England to put in everything, and as
a team they did not.

The attack, with three club centre-forwards in the inside positions,
disappointed with some indifferent passing, and Milburn played too far
back for his pace to have the full effect. With a penalty goal after
twenty-six minutes—just before Jorgensen was substituted at centre-
half for injured Brosgger—REVIE set England on the way to an easy win,
Before half-time LortHOUSE scored twice.

Early in the second half REviE made proper use of a Milburn pass,
Then LuNDBERG had his glamour moment, heading past Baynham. To
such an extent had the Danes deserved this bit of consolation that no
undue fuss was made over the fact that an offside decision would not
have surprised.

GeoFF. BraproRD wound up the scoring to end for him a first Inter-
national game in which he had done reasonably well. Revie, however,
was the architect.

DENMARK: P. Henrikson; P. Andersen, V.
J. Olesen; J. Hansen, d. Jacobsen, O. Andersen, K. Lundberg, P. Petersen,

ENGLAND: “Baynham (Luton Town); *Hall (Blrmingham @ity), Byme (Man-
chester United); MeCarry (Huddersfield Town), Wright (Wolverl’lampmn Wan-
derers)L Dickinson (Portemtouth); Milburn (Neweastle United), Revie (Manchester

‘Lofthouse (Bolton Wanderers , *Bradford (Bristol Rovers), Finney {(Preston
North End).

Referes: Signor Giorgi Bamardd (ffaly).

Nielson; E. Jensen, C. Broesgger,

Attendance: 53,000, ® New Cap.

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 1, YUGOSLAVIA 4
(Wednesday, 19th October, 1955, at Dalymount Park, Dublin)

THE Yugoslav team did not play quite such impressive football as in

. some of their successful International games, Making the most of
their chances, however, and profiting by the mistakes of opposing de-
fenders, they were good winners. The Ireland team, containing eight
players associated with League clubs in
of the game, Fitzsimons and Cummins
artistic.

Perhaps the Irish defenders were over-concerned with watching Vukas.
The Slav centre-forward, consequently, did not get the shooting chances.
He did make openings, however, and in the first fifteen minutes
MiLyTmNoVIC scored twice. Later he added another., Frrzsimons scored
for the Republic before the interval, and during the second half, when
Yugoslavia were mainly defending, better finishing would have enahled
thellrishmen to return a closer result. VEseLmNOvIC, scored the fourth
goal.

England, had an equal share
contributing much that was

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND: O0™Neill (Everton); Murphy (Clyde), Lawler (Pulham) ;
Farrell (Everton), Martin (Aston Villa), O°Farrell (West Ham Unifed); Ringstead
(Sheffleld United), Fitzsimons {Middlesbrough,) Gibhons (8t. Partick’s Athletip),
Cummins (Luton Town), Tuehy (Shamrock Rovers).

YUGOSLAYIA: Beara; Baiin, Zekovic; Boskov, GCrnkovie, Kretie; Rajkoy,
Milutinovio, Yuoas, Veselnovic, Zebec.
Referee: A, Murdoch (Sheffield). Attendance: 22,000,
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eade: the Turf with some Spanish Players is Tom Finney,
Ser tﬂgl?:il?!is e:tering the net for a goal by the Preston winger

But

ENGLAND 4, SPAIN 1
(Wednesday, 30th November, 1935, at Wembley)

T 2 hc
“ ATCH abandoned owing to fog!” Those could have b?en t
words called for in reviewing this game. t_They e‘:fsligrrla t used.
ir stead is a story of historic import, prompting pr )
IHAT etl\:fe;ty minutes paZt three, on a drab November day, a referce from
France raised his hands above his head—a pre-arranged signal. Ozleir
the fog-shrouded area, floodlights which had cost £23,000 to install,
pierced the gloom—the first occasion on which artificial light had been
brought into play in a real International match in England. The llghtg
were greeted with a greater volume of applause than that given to any o
the preceding play, and the cheering continued during the last seventeen
minutes. The people could see the play. We had caught up with the
times. B e
England victory by four goals to one suggests something in
naﬁe ot'ga walk—ove?.( I¥ was not so. Goals alone count, in_the results
sense, and the superiority of England’s finishing was the sole deciding
factor. . b
had not many more than the four scoring chances which were
duEleg;ed? but shoulg have taken the lead after five minutes. Finney,
the man who had been brought dowil, shot weakly into the hands of
ish goalkeeper from the penalty spot. )
th?nsglig 1:le‘l:;enth mli?nute, ATYEO scored with what was, almost literally,
his first kick in an International match. In the next minute PERRY
raced through to score the second. We then remembered the seven
scored by England on the previous visit of a Spain side nearly a quarter
tury previously. i . )
Ofstc(]::‘lmvisisc’)nls) faded g,s from then to the interval the Spaniards did
practically all the danger work. The pretty to watch passing was so
overdone, however, that the England pepalty area was.packed too
tightly for free shots at goal. Defence in retreat set the visitors a new
pn])_il?:llge;:ﬁd had more of the play in the second half. FiNNey was his
topmost self as he wove his way past three opponents to score in the




a8 The International Season

forty-ninth minute, and PerrY headed through fourteen minutes iater,
Eventually Artera did get one ball past Baynham—with his head. Spain
unlucky? Yes, not to be nearer in goals count after playing such a lot

of fine football.
ENGLAND: Baynham (Luton Town) ; Hall (Birmingham City), Byrne (Manchester
United); Clayton (R.) (Blackburn Rovers), Wright (Wolverhampton W anderers),
Dickinson (Portsmouth); Finney (Preaton North End), *Atyeo (Bristol City),
Lofthouse (Bolton Wanderers), Haynes (Fulham), Perry (Blaskpool), .
SPAIN: Carmelo; Segarra, Gampanei; Maurl, Garay, Maguregui; Gonzalez, Paya,
Arieta, Domenech, Gollar.
Attendance: 95,000,

Referee: M. Culgue (France). * New Gap,

WALES 1, AUSTRIA 2
(Wednesday, 23 November, 1955, at Wrexham)

WERE it not that, in. the sequel, major and minor issues screamed

for attention and consideration, this game could be passed over:
certainly better forgotten. No sportsman could reascnably anticipate
its_duplicate.

During the first twenty minutes, or thereabouts, the Austrians layed
football which was worth while, from the spectator angle. Well nigh
flawless combination was made to appear easy by intelligent positional
play. Ocwirk was the inspiration of chances taken in the grand manner
by WAGNER (five minutes), and HaNAPPFI (nineteen minutes).

From that time the game took the wrong turning—along a road which
led to the inevitable, unanimous and undoubtedly just verdict that it
had been the roughest, even dirtiest, International match ever played
on British soil. The dictionary of hard words was almost exhausted
in the descriptions of this savage struggle.

If the spark which set alight to what proved to be a blaze has to be
picked out, charity says that the blame rests on the differing ideas between
Continentals and British players in the matter of charging the goalkeeper.
Ford and Tapscott rushed towards amazed Engelmeier with full-
blooded shoulder charges not even dreamt of in the nightmares of
Austrian footballers.

Real football was forgotten, and subsequently several men of both
teams did everything except play the game as it should be played. Before
TapscoTT jumped high to head the Wales goal from a Len Allchurch
cross, Wagner was carried offi—and to hospital. Koslicek raced to his
position to carry on.

The elder Allchurch continued to shine, as a footballer, for Wales,
Fourteen minutes from the end Melvyn Charles was another stretcher
case, and even his phlegmatic brother John, himself injured, lost his
normal poise.

A French referee, to whom English is an unknown language, had no
real control over the contestants, Should the referee shoulder all—or
any—of the blame? When it was all over, the dressing rooms of both
teams resembled casvalty wards. Inquests were held in more than one
language. *“ It is time something was done about this sort of thing,”

declared the chairman of the Welsh F.A, Agreed. But what?

WALES: Kelsey (Arsenal); Williams (8.) (Wast Bromwich Alhion), Sherwood
(Cardiff City) (Captain; Charles (M.) (Swanssa Town), Charles (J.) (Leads United),
Paul (Manchester City); Allchursh (L.) (Swansea Town), Tapsoot{ (Arsenal), Ford
(Cardiff Gity), Allchurch (1.) (Swansea Town), Jones (Swansea Town).

AUSTRIA: En
Wagner, Hanappi, Koerner (A.), Schleger.

Referee: M. L. Fagquemberghe (France), 38,000,

Attendanoe;

galmeier; Halla, Swobota; Oewirk (Captain), Stotz, Koller; Grohs, i
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' SCOTLAND 1, AUSTRIA 1
(Wednesday, 2nd May, 1956, at Hampden Park, Glasgow.)

FTER having surprisingly done so well against England rot many

days earlier, Scotland had reasonable hopes of beating Austria, said

ot to be so good as formerly. True, unavoidable changes had to be

1adé in the home side, but the substitutes—McKenzie and Cullen—

‘ere accepted as fit for the job. But the truth is that from a Scottish

oint of view the game was a flop, and a preat disappointment for
hose who saw it, as well as the thousands who did not,

The first 15 minutes did not suggest that the Scots would finish on
uch a ragged note.- Indeed, when ConN scored brilliantly in ten mintes
hey were on top. The promise was short-lived. Two minutes -later
here was an equally brilliant WAGNER equaliser and from that point the
icots, the forwards particularly, faded to be completely out of the game,

Led in masterly fashion by Hanappi, the visiting forwards served up
e intricate and accurate football they have cultivated so richly, and
reat credit was earned by the home defenders—with Hewie again ont-
tanding—for giving so little away. However, had it not been for the
%cellence of Tommy Younger and to a great extent their typically in-
ccurate finishing, the Austrians’ score would have made it a more
umiliating experience for Scotland.

SCOTLAND: Younger (Hibernian); Parker (Falkirk), Hewie (Chariton Athletic);
ivans (Celtio), Young (Rangers), Cowie (Dungee); MoKenzie (Partlok Thistla),
Gonn (Hearts), Reilly (Hibermilan), *Balrd (Airdrieonians), *Cullen (Luton Town).

AUSTRIA: Engelmaier (Vienna); Halla (Wacker), Barschandt (Weiner); Dewirk
Austria), Kollman (Wacker), Kolier (Vienna); G (Vienna), Wagner (Wacker),
lanappl (Rapid), Koermer (Rapid), Haummer (W acker),

Attendance: 80,509, * New GCap.

Referse: J. Bronkhorst (Holland).

ENGLAND 4, BRAZIL 2
(Wednesday, 9th May, 1956, at Wembley.)
‘SSAILED with outside right doubts — not for the first time — our
International selectors recalled — not for the first time-— Stanley
Aatthews. England scored four goals, and the feet of the idol, never
ar from his footballing head, were concerned in each of them.

So, although Matthews forthwith dashed off to show the people of
Lenya some of the things he can still do, we wondered, not for the first
ime, whether we were bidding farewell, in the International sense, to our
oung forty-one-year-old. We hoped not, as we had seen a different, on
tanley on, Matthews, often putting the ball across without his usual
»-do. Parting is such sweet sorrow.

But Matthews is just an important part of an exciting story, The
aatch had everything in it which suggested dreams coming true, and
hen some more. There was an England team with scarcely a flaw,
laying telling football, roughly compelled to do so with a half-back
tic almost willing the others to do their stuff, while taking our minds
ack to such as Willis Edwards, Stanley Cullis, and Wilf. Copping. :

Tavror had a change to shoot into the net nine seconds after the kick-
. He made amends less than three minutes late, and GRAINGER scored

second goal in the first quarter of an hour of his first International.
ngland were on the way to a wide-margin win, which would have
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30 The Iuernational Season ‘aylor, and in the last quarter of an hour scored twice to pass, by one,
materialised if Atyco, particularly, had been in the form to use chanc?® Steve Bloomer record of 28 goals for England. Meantime, Forsgren
to the fuil. ad scored for the home side.

; . : : . . N K. Murrl; . A. Klinga); V. Paj A. Somma ;A
The big twist was provided in a three-minute spell during the cark:tanI:oA.NE.' Lehtin:n:r R. (S:?aava? Jlfllgglat)onen, N'I’.a"llir;rtr:l‘msn, 1?. Palt?lflzgn, 0.

part of the second half, with not so good goals by PAULINHO and Dipshtinen, ©. Forsgren.

England had to fight again. They did. Atyeo failed to score from thENVGI AND: Wood (Manchester United); Hall, Byrne; Clayton, R., Wright,

- A : 4 'dwards; * irmi i . , Bolt
twelve yards spot following a scene packed with tension, and which hwmm}g, A iena ‘J"{“&'}ﬁl‘;"‘hmﬁ;}t’}a w;:::}e.l;r 'oé’.-ai(:;.:-'_ Lofthouse, Bolton

the makings of a major sensation. It included 2 Brazilian player huggin*New Gap.
the ball, and making as if to take it off the field in protest, anggltg :
whole team brought back to sanity by a Brazilian official.

Their goalkeeper saved a second penalty kick—Byrne the taker of th GERMANY 1, ENGLAND 3
one—but ‘TAyLorR and GRAINGER scored again, and all was well save i (Saturday, 26th May, 1956, at Olympic Stadium, Berlin.)
size of the victory. HE tour abroad was wound up by the England team with a fine win

The men from Brazil played some entertaining football, with tf~ over Germany. In beating the World Cup-holders, whose team
theoretical centre-half wearing a number 2 shirt. Each man had twonteined a one-armed player at right-half, the England side as a whole
sides to each boot, with which to make flicks to the right, or to tave a display of class football, supported by the fighting spirit. The

left, but little evidence of an instep. esult certainly tickled the palate of the thousands of British Servicemen
To the question “ what’s wrong with English football?” thi tvresent,
chorused the answer—very little, o £ 18 maty Our men had to fight, but being saved from reverses early in the

ENGLAND : Matthews (R.) (Coventry Gity); Hall (Birmi - ame by goalkeeper Mattl_lews, were set on t_he way to victory by a great
chester United); playmf 8:3 ‘E"Bemnﬂmrln,}!waﬁs),( v'ﬂ?éﬂ%hmoﬁte!&’a:ﬁ:: ‘w dwards goal after 27 minutes. Near the interval Morlock failed with
derers), Edwards (Manchesier Unlted); Matthews (5.) (Blackpool), Atyea (Belal good chance, and Plaff took his place.

City), Taylor (Manchester United), Haynas {Fulham), *Grainger (Sheffield Unitai Graiuger put England further ahead after 63 minutes, and six minutes

BRAZIL: Gylmar; D. Santos, N. ; i inha; i ngland 1u s 5
Alvare, Gino, lglm,u rcanhotei::. o Santoe; Zozimo, Pavao, Dequinha; Paulin ter Haynes scored. Fritz Walter managed one for Germany four

Referea: M. Guigue (Frams). Attendance: 57,000, Reosipts: £47,000. * New cziinutes from the end.

In vnusual! blood-red shirts, England men, one and all, proved amaz-

agly fit. Even at that, Edwards stood out, and Clayton little behind.
SUMMER TOUR ‘he exhibition as 2 whole was most encouraging, telling the world that
ENGLAND 0, SWEDEN 0 n].;r plzh)lrersbpf the p}'escnctaiand the future—can respond to all demands
vhen the big occasion s.
(Wednesday, 16th May, 1956, at Stockholm.) GERMANY: F, Herkenrath; E. Retter, E. Juskowiak; R, Schlienz, H, Wevers,

TRIPS to the Continent for Internationals after the end of the hon_!c-h'lgai; E. Waldner, M. Morlock, (subs. A. Pfaff), 0. Walter, F. Walter, F.
season are usually accompanied by doubts. Such were renewed ! ENGLAND: Matthews; Hall, Byrne; Olayfon R., Wright, Edwards: Astall

ull1e first tgf thi: t}(;ree gagxes inthth? May seiifs ranm its course, but mmes, m‘:"ayllnr, Wilihaw, Gramger  Reforeo: Stefan ZeoH ‘(Hungaryy,
chosen of Englan u X endance 108,000,

In the first match?vgﬁe otE thce E?Jléll'aﬁld apla;;es conveyed the impreg:}’,t“ d'n addition to the ma':n who played, Cummings (Burnley), and Wheeler
sion that they had already had enough football, and for the first tin — andorers), wero In the party.
in seven meetings the amateurs of Sweden escaped defeat. A glarh
sun, high wind, and uneven surface were reasonable, but not whol

convinc_ing,d e;zcufses. The defence was good. Many scoring chanc INTERMEDIATE INTERNATIONALS
ng\‘:gg%ﬁe K.ys\r::fsvsvoar.lr;‘.1 sA?Tng:fggn,t%geggsl;n; 5. Svensson, B. Gustafsm England Under) 25,5 % Seafland) Ender 231 1

S-El;lﬂéﬂtﬁnlf- Bﬂmﬁ:ﬂ, t(aé l;g:{?'en.m-{- )'-Emﬁo:ﬁ"’ (né_ Lil_flds}l:os, Gé- t‘a‘andbgr!- (Ar Hillsborough, Sheffield, Wednesday, 8th February, 1956)
(Manohester .l.lnitd) H clayto: H.y(BIaeI!c'hilrn Rovers), ww:-lisgh:m(wollv?.fhmgf ENGLAND: Matthews (Coventry Gity); Howe (West Bromwich Albion), Norman
Wanderers), Edwards (Manchester: United); Berry (Manchaster United) Al,tl'ottenham Hotspur); Glayton (R.) (Blackburn Rovers), Smith (Birmingham Oity),

i H B A ds  (Manchester United); Finney (Sheffield Wednesday), Qulxall (Sheffieid
(Bristol Qity), Taylor (Manchester Unitet), Haynes (Fulham), Grainger (Shefhedwards ( i y "

United). Referse: L. Horn (Holland). Nednesday), Harrie (Everton), Haynes (Fulham), Pegg (Manchester United).
g o s ool A e (A P, (A
= ian), rk) on (Hear othiamn),
F[NLAND 1, ENGLAND 5 ' r';f.fm',';'a'ﬁihrt“of( Migl;::r:i.an), nﬁu?reay((?langa)rs). Wishart (Aberdeen), Baxter
(Sunday, 20th May, 1956, at Helsinki) Quean of South).

. . Bcorers: Haynes (2), Harris for England; Hamilton for Scotland.
AKING three changes from the side which played Sweden, BEnglar . . .

M gave a much fresher display, winning almost as they liked. Wilshiigrors the start, Tt Siayed ffe maretracove tomnen. s Wi g oE, et

(20 minutes), Haynes (22 minutes) and Astall (35 minutes) put Englatentre-forward choiee. Attendance: 38,736

safe. Just before the interval Lofthouse was substituted for injur



FOOTBALL LEAGUR 4, SCOTTISH LEAGUE 2

(At Hillsborough, Sheffield, October 262k, 1955) T* "" "_" ' "'\ l '- l- ") fT' [_r " ~1 Wy

{First Floodiit Inter-League game)
Football League: Williamg (Wolverhampton Wanderers): Hall (Birmi ham i
Byme (Manchester United); McGarry (Huddersfield Town), Wrig(htmn&vnglverhagl:fl
Wanderers), Dickinson (Portsmouth); Finney (Preston North End),
Town), Lofthouse (Belton Wanderers), Haymes (Fulham), Hogg (Lefcester Oity).
Scottlsh League: Younger (Bibernian); Parker (Palkirk), Eerr (Partick); Evan
{Celtic), Telfer (St. Mirren), Glen (Aberdeen); Smith (Hibernain), Collins (Celtte) In the case of ARSENAL, the most used slogen was “all change': inside and outside,

Performances and Prospects by tHEe eorron

Reilly (Htbernlan), Wardhavgh (Heart of Midlothian), Hubbard (Rangers). ;n:;ling‘ even to a change of methods on the fleld, and—most i;l:l::orlianﬁ—pla dmma;tc
Boorers: Foothall League—Turner, Lotk ge In the results. PBarmes, Lawton, Lishman were among older players who
Seottish Lmsue—-ﬁmitgf om:f,‘;?se S2s Binggr eparted, plus Leslie Compton from the éosching staff, For some time the resulis were

Referee: Mr. T. Seymour (Wakefield), Attendance: 37,788, isappainting. Wingers Nuit and Tiddy from Oardif Olty did not bring about the

ssired change, bub an impression that the club would be content with rather less than
be best was lergely dispelled when well-ndigh £30,000 was pald to Leyton Oxlent for

i iroves and Charlton. Alec 8tock followed, to take over team-msmagership—a surprise
-"“SH e | TocEmALL LEAGI‘!E X apped by his departure after Afty-three days in that capacity. Even then the results
(At Windsor Park, Belfast, Wednesday, April 4th, 1956) ere below expectatlons, so that with the coming of Gpring-time the possibility of

i & infiel i ound, i ede:
om),  Hamill (LIRS, ek st (Unfeld), Devis (Cmsaders); Oorr (Glagiefof Douored Sojmnd. | Bl successive Leags yiotorles without s Eoal coneeded
?&ﬁﬁvoﬁ?mmuckgm (f.]ig)ﬂ u‘l:)us\lrlv (t(i};l:m gl (Linfleld), Bastham (Ards.), Jongyet up the table, eventuslly missing talent money by goal-average only. Groves, who
’ el Weathorop (Linfleld). wd put new life info the side, became a casualty, but Holton veturned to eentre-forward

Football Lesgue: Baynham (Luton Town); Armfield (Blackpool), Bymne (Manchesteositon successtully with voune wingers Clapion and Haverty playng their pariz. The
Dnlted); Clayton (R, (Blackburn Rovera), Wicks (Chelsen), Iley (Shefeld Unitediew youth Arsenal pulled through mainly by energy and entbusiasm—fired by Tapscots.
Herris  (Portemouth), Quixall (Sheffield Wednesday), Taylor (Manchester Uniteddore of this cam be expected in the new season on & newly-turfed playing surface. smd

Haynes (Fulham), Grainger (Sheffield United). gver for the watchers at the North End, Gulmre:‘-sg—nm 'Iéaqumtfi Jé'?. H(:m;te; g
B i . folton 8, Lawton 6, Lishman 5, Roper 4, Bloomflel P , Herd 2, Have 3
Scorers: Irish League—Dickson (.2), Hill, Weatherup, Eastham. qutt 1, ‘Bwall 1, Opponents 1. Total &0. Cup: Groves 4, Tapscott 4, Cherlton 2,
Football League—Davis own goal, Taylor. Attendance: 20,000. foomfleld 1. Total 1].
Deppite a belated spurt, in which they played football more nearly in aceord with
IRISH LEAGUE 6, LEAGUE OF IRELAND 0 b tradition, ASTON VILLA anly csosped the second drop to i e oo B
- » eraga Bllwio xm a
(At Windsor Park, Belfast, Monday, April 22nd, 1956) r:nl v early part o; Eﬁemﬁ g:gd:} the poo:r;'t quality T had seen from wearers of

Ter.
Irish League: Russell (Linfleld); Keith (Linfield), Davis (Crussders); Nejli (Glephe Claret snd Blue for many years, Contrary to the experience of twenty yers earier,
toran), Hamid (Linfield). Ouatn (Gienavan); Lowry (Glentoraoy, Eestiaen. (Avds), Jomdioney spont on hew Flayers vovurmed & dividend. - 1n all, over £50,000 was ]
(Glenavon), Dickson (Linfleld) (Captein), Weatherup (Lindeld). fewell from Sheffleld Wednesday improved the nttaak,l ull:ut ’-““1"’51;";“‘3‘;“;2‘:}'; St
e O relund:_Lowry (8%, Pairicks); Burke (Shamrogk Rovers), Crawlord ({i% 10r & fHme = Jimmy Dusdale ftom West Bromwlch, Wigel Sims and Leello Smith
Patricks); Gannon (8helborne) (Oaptaln), Mackey (Shamrock Rovers), Nolan (ShgniOD Wolverlampion Wanderers, fn th scored twice im the staius-saving final metch.
Totk Ravers); D. Fitzgerald (Watetford), J. Fitzgerald (Waterford), Gibbons (St, ParfCtSSary standard. S fasb-mam
ricks), Hamilton {Shamrock Rovers), Wallace (Cork),
Scorers: Irish League—Cush, Weatherup, Dickson, Jones (). ll
This was the largest marein victory to either side since series started In 1925-6. I

LEAGUE OF IRELAND 2, SCOTTISH LEAGUE 4
At Dalymount Park, Dublin, September 21st, 1955,

League of Ireland: Lowrie (St. Patrick’s Athlstic); Noonan (Drumcondra), Crawfor
(8s. Patrick’s Athletic); Hale (Waterford), Keogh (Shamrock Rovers), Nolan (Shan
rock Rovers); D. Fitsgerald (Waterford), J. FPlizgerald (Waterford), Glbbons (
Patrlck's Athletle), Coad (Shemrock Rovers), Tuchy (Shamrock Rovers).

Scottish League: Younger (Hibernian): Parker (Falkirk), Haddock {Clydse); Bva
(Celtic), Young (Rangers), Glen {Aberdeen); Smith (Hibernjan), Collins (Celtic), Hell
(Hibernian), Wishart (Aberdeen), Hubbard (Rangers),

Scorers; League of Ireland: Gibhons, J, Fitzgergld.

Scottish League: Wishart, Reilly, Colling (2).
Referee: W. Waldron (Waterford). Attendance: 18,000. Receipts £2,300.

F.A. GHARITY SHIELD
GHELSEA 3, NEWCASTLE UNITED 0
(Wednesday, Sepiember 14th, at Stamford Bridge)

Chelsea: Roberison; Billett, Willlemse; Armstrong, Wicks, Saunders; Parsons, Brai
brook, Bentley, Stubbs, Blunstone.
Newcastle United: Thompeon; Lackenby, McMichael: Scoular, Brennan, Casey; Whin
Davies, Mflburn, Hannah, Punton. L Fe Smith W hurst. G
H il B . Attendance: 3 'Birmi City: & : Astall, Murphy, Merrick, arhurst, Green.
Scorers: MecMichael own geal, Bentley, Blunstone tendance: 12,802 Blrmmghlg:;el i;tg m Brown, Boss, Hall, Govan . Inget: N .
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From the concluding eleven games, fifteen poinis were obtained, The future depends mﬁttﬁ; *iﬂ&.c‘é‘-’i‘ff’.nﬁéd tfl: nineideurl: E%ﬁﬁ;ﬁlﬁ;ﬁf?ﬂwﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁgus ht:;:zrn:: e;:
the rellance which can be placed on the summary of experienced club n Mr. Clmore than an average side, Lofthouse, with injuries ahd Intsrnational {tments
Buckley, who sald: ““There is much to be done at Villa Park, and it is going to be doy, ting for iderable ab was.agﬁn the outstanding player. For most of the
Villa wil be in the headlines again: not from the relegation angle.” Goalstorerfime he was chesing——and threstening to catch—the seasonal goalseoring record for the

36 First Division : Birmingham City—Blackpool

League: Dixon 16, Pace @, McParlend 4, Lockhart 4, Smith 4, Baxter 2, Lynnsiyb of thirty-eight League goals in @ season. He—and the supporters of the side—

Sewell 2, Hickaon 1, Baward 1, Crowe 1, Moss 1, Southren 1, Dugdale 1, Opponenis
e J U . ’ nust have slghed for a return to the days when Smith end Vizard wers an sutomatle left
Total 52, Cup: Dixon 2, McParland 1, Sewell 1. Total 4, ?&n‘. bemmd thlshm the flank from which adequsie sSuppont was lacking, Five
erent outside lefts were tried, and Hassall was much missed. Goalkeeper shortcomings
. 1; a”-‘-" the expected worde—they won the Oup—had appeared at the end, the siiyers among the fsults, and against Wolverbampton Wanderers they felded the youngest-
of EIRMINGHAM OQITY would indeed have been a wonderful one—sand unique. Ubbyer eustodian bo appear in First Divislon football, Jos Dean, only sixteen, had an
- present competitive conditions, no other club has reached the final tle without kickbnlucky stert, making mistakes which cost two goals, and off the fleld for ten minutes
8 match ball on thelr own ground. At the last hurdle, however, the side played Wigith an eye Injury. In due eourse, howaver, the B’umdan Park eitenders who occupy
the manager deseribed as their worst game, and the players agreed. In the course of thhe place mow held by & row of old c,,gt.ge', in course of demolition—will ses him
:‘ecord n!m :wa,y from the home to the final, Birmmgham scored eighieen goals, with Ongking many fine saves. Goalssorers—Leagne: Lofthouse 32, Stevens 12, Parry T,
Ansrach GesrEIDEOR, Sorer, WO Dt Bukt T WirS b Lon. with m Jees b QUi ©. Hoden 3. Eivards 8, Bazam 2, Allack 1, Harde 1. Hefl 1. haseg L.
"’ L] H

rank of stardom, carrying out their ideas in anh old-fashioned style. And when the meebster 1, Opponents 2. Total 71, Oup: Lofthouse 1, Hartle 1. Neill 1. Wotal =
back lne consisted of Boyd, Smith and Warhurst, these formed the maost effective trig viether BURNLEY would have gone near to winning the championship if the matches
s durins - waole taaoh, T oapus Torl was ot exeptonal Tor st of SSTOMIOU the seign ad bee piaved on gmvunds with g in hem, I 3 matie

eason they were in e lower half o e fable, New Year . y
better. They went through nine successive games without defest, and by early Apd the lower half of the table. The softer pliches cams, and the side going through
:x;:!;uiv:h;:g in ﬂ;n- ﬂle' c}];amplon;‘l gftrtilé; Brecor;ctl D?isﬁchmég Cup ﬁnali“:mm iﬂl?.',’fgf:::ﬁu?t:e:e;ﬂ::mms' iiogemshgér-msd plamc:. ganlz:'fam %l‘glt'-' \:g:?otﬁ:eﬁ glmt:cklm
4005, gham have & - of sorts &t wi aim, and maintain; D :
the high stendard of fithess they can hit that target. Goalseorers—ELeague: Brown %‘u'nP can be played hy & whole forwerd line averaging only 2 trifle over five f‘;ﬁ: gve'n'
Eineey 14, Adtal 12, Murphy 1. Gowan 4. Bovd 3 Warmineton 2, Warhurst 2, Lane U e mrehan i, n SOmBRy WG Che e et Ao methd
5 ! H » Mur] sta ) - » - -

» Eefer gl nney 1. Total 2 i h was that of Bhennon fo wing half. Chessehorough i8 a coming blayer. Enter-
Although the second place talent momey only became available to the BLAGKPO$#DIng as the Burnley sttack often proved, hawever, if %n::lss:;; Ee:;ﬂ? igdcga ,WE?

staff by a tiny goml-average margin, the final position of runnmers-up wes notable. BEP the club o a higher position In the tahle.
was one higher than ever previously in a Fimst Divislon season. At Hmes, howevPlkington 12, Cheesehorough 6, Burke 5, Mcliroy B, Stephenson 3, Gray 2, Shannon 2,

the prospects of first prize were bright. Playing class football, the chespest Blackpilewlands 2, Winton 1, Miller 1, Opponents 2. Totsl 64. Cup: McKay 4, Pllkington 1,
l1;60!.!11 e;incBthl'ie wagll wtelhmet lntoththe lead djl.li'l Bt;).)tember. and were still there when Decemni3f¥ 1. Mcllroy 1, Total 5. ' .
AWDEL. ot unti ninth game di ey suffer their first defeat—by Manchest Although they had a spell, In the second half of the season, when they looked quite
City, the club which, in due time, ended their Cup tun. Indecd, the word Manchesjood, CARDIFF CITY had o mixed season in moré than ome respect. Wren the age of
should he ringed in black on the Blackpoo! record. The club could not approximate the players—with two exceptions—had been pulled down to under iwenty-five, the
the pace set by the United. Many of the old faces were missing, but the fact that fuccesses came which brought relief, suggesting a brighter future, Danny Malloy, centra
merits of thelr successors—aArmfeld, Gratrix, the éwo Kellys, plus Perry cspocially--Whalf-back from Dundee, helped to justify the conclusion, at one perfod, thai they were
recognised by people far from the seaslde strikes a slgnificant note as we ldmproving most as the seeson progressed. The Trevor Ford part of the story is unusual,
forward. And there Matthews remsains—still uncomparsble.  Goealscorers—LeagiDeclining to play In a position other than centre-forward, he was on the transfer list.
Mudie 22, Perry 20, Durle 14, Taylor 8, Brown 6, Moriensen 5, Fenton 4, Matthews Froubles were smoothed out, however—to such an extent that Ford was eppolnted
Farm 1, Lythgoe 1, Kelly (.} 1, Opponents 1. Total 86. Cup: Perry 1. wmptain of the Eide, and played as well &5 ever. His asSociation with newcomer Gerry
Hitchens was & big success. Honour certe the way of wing half Alan Harrington, and
Jolln Baker helped to make up a top rank middle Iine. There Is a suggestion that
Alf, Sherwood, capisin of Wales, not regaining his place in the side after injury,
11l not confinue his distingulshed connection with the club. Goalscorers—League:
fitchens 15, Ford 13, McSeveney 6. Kirfley 4, Stockin 3, Walsh 3, O’Halloran 3.
B gton 2, Sherwood 2, Williams 1, Dixon 1, Beker, Opponent 1. Total 55. Cup:
ord 1, Mc3eveney 1, Hitchens 1. Total 3.
A month before the start of the season £HARLTON ATHLETIC had a windfall which
eant that they need mot worry unduly even if attendsnces continued below those of
heir London competitors. They sold Eddis Firmani to the Genoa club, Sampdoria, for
ie equivalent of £35.000. The loss of this inside forward did not affect, adversely,
he early results. A new Scot—Jimmy Gauld, was there to keep them in the forefroni,
isd up 40 half-time Charlion were nesr enough to the leaders to suggest they would
bntch up.  Subsequently, with injuries to key men, the side faded to the extent of a
firop to the lower half of the fable. Defeat ai home by Arsenal in the fifth round of the
p was a blow. BSwitched to full-back, South African-borm Hewie played for Scotland,
d later another Firmani—Peter—became s first team defender. Charlion, ever ready
» experiment, can make a more sustained show, especially ff they find & worthy suc-
bussor to Sam Bartram, who concluded his twenty-two years service with the club after
opearing in 582 Lesgue and Oup games. Goalsoorers—League! Leary 21, Gauld 17,
Ryan 12, Ayre 7, Hurst 7, Kiernan 5, White 2, Hewie 1, Opponentz 3. Total 75. Cup:
sary 3, Klernan 2, Gauld 1, Hurst 1, Hewie 1, Ayre 1. Total 8.
There was no obvious or out of the ordimary reason for GCHELSEA, champions of the
beevious seasom, having such & moderate term. There were fallures right from the
art, however, leading up i0 & {8y in October when they were 1n the last place but ona,
1d had the distinction of being the last of the clubs in their section to win & home
me. Until near the end there wes s possibility of relegation. ‘The serial story fourth
mund Cup-ties with Burnley didn’t help. Chelsea eéventually won $hrough. to be
notked out by Everton, the club which, in dl‘lg cOurse, thﬁ]e -henht. 1!;:' s%xeug?m to cme
Standing: Armfteld, Fenton, Farm, Gratrix, Wright, Kellv. Seated: Matthews ? STl thelr biegest top elass win. 8o it coul be sald, while Chelsea TOm ETace,
Taylor, Mudie, Brown, Perry. Inset: Durle. they finished like champlons. In their last home game they beat Blackpool. That
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victory may give a clue to the future of Chelsea. In the side ra th A middle place was sl LUTON TOWN could manage In thelr first season in the highest
players—Dick Whittaker, Johnu Mortimore and John Compton. ,‘Zﬁn Amr?trmlﬁ,muon. Taken a8 a whole, however, they did nat let themselves or top dlasg faothall
man Chelsea missed most. They can no longer esll on long-service John Harris, and 90Wn. Rather, at {imes did they add lustre to it, being referred to, on these oceasions,
# declsion to consider offers for several experiemced play ineluding Roy Bentley— 35 the soccer purists. At the end of December they were third in the League table,
ah omctal hint that some re-bullding is on the agends. Goalssorers—Loaguo: Bentley | DAVINEZ Just conceded their third pofnk in home games. The New Year, however, Drought
Stubbs 10, Parsons 7, Tindall 7, Blunsione 6, 8. O°Connell 4, Smith 4, Bradproot- Weeks of nightmare during which everything went wrong, Six ive League mstch
MeNichol 2, J. Lewls 2, Sillett 2, Dicks 1, Opponents 2. Total 64. Cup: Elunsions ¥ere lost in addition ¢o a four-nil Cup defest on iheir own ground by & Second
Bentley 1, Parsons 1, Tindall 1, 8illett 1, J. Lewis 1, Opponents 1, Total 7. Divigion club. The cause-of the chenge? Refusal to sacrifice methods which had paid
on good grounds in favour of the hard-booiing play which the wet and the clinging
For the very simple rehson thet at times they played football of quality equal mud called for. Even during the trouhle time, with fhe team mnever so impressive
that of the Dest, EVERTON were highly placed among the gides which disappointed. When Goerdon ‘Turner was ebsent, there was proof of ability among the JOURE reserve
the beainning of November their points total was only twe fewer then the then lead: Dlayers, The hope for the coming season is that it will keep fine for them —or thet
They alse journeyed to the sixth round of the Cup competition before being unluck they will discover the knack of adapting themselves to changing pitch conditions.
beatem on the Manchester City ground. A development which had nho direct connect Goalesorers League: Turmer 19, Morton 10, MacBwan 8, Cullen &, Adam 5, Davies 5,
withththaf ﬂrellgr:f pmycns_t%!oog ﬁtoudisonmlén&rk and the foothall world outside late in {Pearce B, Cummins 2, Gregory 2, Groves 1, Opponents 5. Total 66.
month of Februery, ritton wal out from his managerial posiiion-——an ew
which wes kept alive as a nine-dsy wonder by the diifering stortes of the why and why FOT the second time, MANCHESTER EITY went to the Cup Final in successive
fore of this development. The chairman of the club also resigned. Without s mans S225008, @nd for the second ilme triumph followed in the fooisteps of defeat. There
as such, the club siened nineteen-yoar-old Graham Williams from Bradford f Vereé other unusual seasonsl events. Roy Paul brought the number 0f Welsh-barn players
paging a substential transfer foe for the first fime in five years. There followed .'7 Whom tho Gup has been hamded up to three. Included i the triumphant side were
punouncement that eleven Evestom players were on offer, including several who & SUCCeSive Footballers of the Year—Bert Trautmann and Don Revie. Most surprising,
helped to make the side good. Rely on youth is the Goodison, siogan, Goalsporers 2 the light of events, was the presemce of the ladier in the fnal tie team. Revie had
League: Harris (J.) 19, Wainwright 8, Eglington B. Parker 4, Fielding 3, Jones been out of the side for a spell, following much discusslon concerning his future, and
Lello 2, Mayers 2, McNamara 2, Harris (8.) 2, Woods 1, Farrell 1, Donovan 1, Total ; ¢ f8ch that even in the month of December o iransfer request wes granted. Bobby
Cup: Harris (J.) 2, Walnwright 2, Eglington 2, .Harris (B.) 1, Farrell 1. Total 8. Jolmstone tock over to ¢arty on the tactleal plan. In contrast with that of Birmingham
Clty. the progress of the Maine Road men to the fnal was anything bub clear-cut. with
breath-taking incidentals. Blackpoo! narrowly beaten: the goalkeeper saving them in
-the Southend mud: a replay with Liverpool saved by the referee’s final whistle, and &
semi-finpl  scramble home with subsequent pictures suggesting that a penalty kick
should have heen given agalnst Trautmann, late in the game with Tottenham Hotspur.
Not untdl the New Year did thelr Lesgue performances suggest other then medioerity,
They reached their tenth away game without having won one. But evemsually, fourth
place talent money wos well earned. Bo, shall we say that all’s well that ends well.
ind add to that, confidemily, the siatement that if Manchester Clty cam play as well
right through the coming sesson as they did in the Cup Fioal, they can win, with a
tide of mainly experlenced men, everything for which they entor. Goalscorers— League:
Hayes 24, Dyson 13, Johnstone 11, Spurdle 9, Clarke 6, Revie 4, Faulkner 4, Cunliffe 3,
Fagan 1, Marsden 1. Paul 1, Barnes 1. Hart 1, Opponents 3. Total 82. Cup: Hayes a4,
Johnstone 4, Dyson 3. Total 11.

By-passing, in this partienlar connection, the general standard of the competitors,
the manmer in which MANCHESTER UMNITED carried off ithe championship of the First
g Division, for the fourth time, was notable. The eleven points margin over the mext
best was the higeest of all time, Ii was also galned by the youngest ever set of players.
A champlonship winning eleven, much more changed than usuzl, scarcely ever averaged
more than twenty-two years. In snother place in this publication, the manager of
the club, who gets a special houquet, tells how It was done. Strey facts are interesting—
and importals.  They were the taly Foothall League ¢lub éo go through the seasom
indefeated pt home —dropping on'y three points. From an ordinary early half of the
leason, ihey worked up into & really class side, setting a patiern. Just before Christmas,
ihe United established a lead, and from thet time to the end it was e one-horse race.
How and why they fell at the first Cup hurdle with four goals against on the ground of
Bristo]l Rovers is among the umsolved mysterles of the seasom. The answer to the
question of whefher Manchiester United can start again where they left off is supplied by
reference to the season’s records of their even youngesz teams-—tsl;e rese;;-:a n:d l‘.g; Wutah

= leven. Goalscore e: Taylor 24, Viollet , , Webster 4, rry 4,
Standing: Lello, Wainwright, O°Neill, Tansey, Jones, Moore. Seated: Harri Doherty 4, Wmmmrds B,Eyislanchﬂowet 3, Byme g?gfones 2, Lewis 1, Scanlon 1,
(B.), Harris (J.), Farrell, Eglington, Ficlding. MeGuiness 1. Total B3,

Down to the Second Divislon gp HUDDERSFIELD TOWN, for the second time in fo  Many people far from the Tyne paid NEWCASTLE UNITED the compliment ef believing
years. On the previous oceasion they relurned to the higher class st the énd of ththat the players had 1t i them to win the Cup yet sgain. In the sixth round. however,
first season there. They could repeat thai feat by playing as well as they did duwl-they weni out, at St. James's Park, to Sunderland, the club they are always most anxlous
the second half of the season, durlng which twenty-three poluts were gained from o §0 beat, and whom they had beaten in Lengue games. Maybe there was sumething ju the
fewer games., Unfortunate to be relegated because of goal-average inferior Lo that SUSBestion thai pambles were iaken hers and there with team selection, but the idea tha$
Aston Vills—who alone scored fewer gaals—the side really left themselves too much the Diayers were over-confident seems to b# mearer the truth, At Fulhem in & nine
do in the later stages. The mosi disastrous Easter in the history of the club was (BOAIS Zame cobcerning which only time will induce forgetfulness, they came nesv to
telling blow, and four successive wins later could not save them from being counted o losing after appearing as non-sfop winners. It was to Fulham, about khen, that Dugald
By that time centre-forward Dave Hickson was justifying the big fee paid to Ag)Livingstone transferred his managerial sbflities. Scoular was absent for a period, but
Villa, following & disappoitting start with his new club. Captain Quested was the o the half-back line did not suffer a Iot, as in the centre of it Bill Paterson found the
man to play in ¢very maich, but there are enough of the finishing spurt players left form which he seemed to have left at Donecaster. Frank Brenman has gone, hub the
bring manager Beaitie to the conclusion that he didn’t make o misiake in taking orBecd news is that Milburn will cm;l:inue. Goalsoprers—League: Eeoble 26, Milburn 19,
again after he had resignod. Goalscorers—ILeague: Glazzard 11, Metcalfe 11, Hickson Davies 9, White 7, Curry 7. Mitchell 5. Hannah 3, Crowe 2, Bcoular 11. Tait 1.
Watson 5, Cavanagh 4, MeGarry 4, Davie 2, Quested 2, Conhor 1, Marriott 1, Simps Monkhouse 1, Cazey 1, Stokoe 1, Paterson 1, Opponents 1. Total 85. Cup: Keeble 3,
1, Opponents 3. Toial 54. Milburn 2, Curry 2, Casey 1, Mitchell 1, Stokee 1, Total 10,
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. , he
Reviewing my wafching experiences of last season, I pay tv PORTSMOUTH the compManchester City. Whether, on this issue, the ;zdgl m;:‘_,';“htgg 'm ufnl::;m:ﬁonl?
i JL EiTing me my finest foothall ireat. Playing against Arsenal &t Highbury in frought much-neded imagiistion to his fask, Romaty 1 the maling, snd hard-shooter
middle of September, the Portsmouth piayers looked no mare then mm ordinary side was spent on niew playere—Maurice Norman, ks in Ee Tast position, Tecavered in mid-
the first half; casual, not very quick in thought or action. In the second half they plagdcbby Smith. The club which had spent we;_s . kit t:ney, came beck in the
rememberable foothall. In the middle of the attack was Hendersen, giving oo mmeason, pleying veally well om occaslon. Fadimg orine il ihe goals against Shefeld
complete line-leader exhibition T had seen for & long ime. There was Peter Harrls iater Stages, With Smith (ceptain for t'h‘;,l dn.ygl b Beven diferent outside-righls Do
his best, taking & couple of goals, and & young inside forward Rees adding more thanUnited which sealed the fate of the Yorkshire ’1;‘aw o is the solutlon, the Spurs should
bit to en impressive pletare. I said most emphatically T had seen the side which woulp the big problem. It ‘Medwin, from SW“E“" 4. Goalscorers—Xesgua: Brooks 11.
win the championship and every other competition for which they were entered. Lthave a better Season. They cen be real 35’, gsot?o s 5 Harmer 5, Olarke 4, Gavin 2,
than & month later Fortsmouth lost to Birmingham: City—at Pratton-—by five goals 4o tBwmith 10, Robb 7, McClellan 7, Duguemin 5. ants 1. Total 61, Oup: Duguemin 3,
Fhose two gAmes tell the story of the Fortsmouth season withoub the nocessity of elaborBaily 1, Dunmore 1, Marcht 1, W‘“’“’“D]{;_nml Norman 1. Total 14.
Hon: now touching the helghts and anon near the depths, We may not ses Held in URchb 3, Smith 3, Harmer 2, Brooks 1, meLe = ' BION to call on a
same colowrs again, but we remember what the experienced, and the young players og Force of circumstances—in patt—caused WEST BROMWIGH Aﬂ';"e b returned fo
do, and look hapefully for them to do it in the coming season consistently, rather Teater number of playere thanm in any previous season since t‘ix gl_ Toason. with
dically.  Goalscorers—Ieague: Harris 23, Hendersom 16, Rees 9, Barmard o First Division. 'The aitempt to shape s forwerd blend was ::gn i B
Gardon 5, P. Neil 3, Manssll 3, Raflerty 3, Rohbertson 2, Robinson 2, Dickinson uch switches as that of putting Barlow into the lmiddle——l’terh . fieienslve record,
Gunter 1, Dale 1, Opponeats 2. Totel 78. Cup: Harris 1, Mansell 1, Dickinson fppy1 A much bebter run was expected whem Albion, with the esh‘t. but cpme back
Total 5, were second In the table in October. Subslxquel:]t‘ly. ﬂ:gn??msdzg 060’ to Fulham for
The notlon that a gaod start Is half the battle gets little backing from the Supportelo & talent money position Shtort i fhe inside-forward direction.  He was signed just
e 'GoTON NORTH END. Without the fiying start, however—they were ab the #BUbby Robson was the big ste tn Save them from defeat fn the fifth round:of the Cup,
after fve games —and very good Easter eggs, thera would mow have heen a depresaigbefore “closing time™ —tao Jate to save als for Allen and company—and capable of
pver Duepdale. Betweon those Deriods the slde had rather & saddeming time, TheSub he is good enough fo lesorers Lengue: Allen 17, Lee S, Nicholls 8, Grifin 6,
had fewer home victories, ond more homs defeats, than any other olub In thelr claSCoTng some himself. Gox oG, Jackson 1, Kennedy 1. Carter 1, Willams 1, Borlow 1,
Nine mors goals were scored in the role of Visitors than In home games, leading to muKevan 4, Growshaw 2, Seiters 2, 5. Total 58. Cup: Lee 2, Allen 1, Grifin 1. Total 4.
away victories than any of thelr competitors. The effort te find & combination whigRobson 1, Horrobin 1, Opponents 3. : RS in the last thrilling match
would cure the prime fault was in the direction of thuffling. No fewer than nine plays One more poal io WOLVERHAMPTON WAMNDERE! ondnseason in succession. Apart
appeared in more than ane position. When the situation became omingus the manager, twounld have given the club runners-up position for t.hetsec ual to ten pounds each
longer et Deepdale, reversed o decision to stand by an unchanged side, bringing !n & Nefrom the honour, there would have heen extra talen annez; n?f hope for the future, in
goalkeepor—Fred Else—who will make the grade. Finmey, in and out of the side owltfor s whole team. Nevertheless, there were comnmsgm“;ﬁ were scored by almost mew
fo injury, did not cotribute his usual filty per cent. to the sttack, With the oubsidthet las game.  The three gols egainst Shefeld t, from the mansgerial angle,
right fit again after his olose season operation —and s more settled stde—North ZXoinside-right Coliln Booth, Much of the season Wwas :ienmmg of Harry Hooper from
should do better. Defenslva weaknesses were revealed on occasions— s at Wesb Ham iwith one eye on the next campaign, culminating il':r S et Ho souldn't be tested
the first Cup hurdle. Goalscorers—League: Thompsen (T.) 21, Finney 17, Baxter {West Ham, entailing the biggest fee ever for an “t un:djmms season the club has had.
Hatssll 9, Foster 5, Morrison 4, Tewis 5, Taeylor 1, Docherty 1, Waterhouse 1, Porbes lin the first team. In detail, this was the most ex ra;i nst. l;m_st Division away vietory
Opponents 1. Total 73, Cup: Thompsan (T.) 1, Finney 1. e D e I TR i~
Last In the list when the Pirst Division Lesgue teble was first published. SHEFF)ELOEUTES, beating cudiii(g:?; N'M':mﬂ;';. they alone had galned the maxzimum points
UNITED were among the anxious strugglers right through the season. They finished im th¥58 e o e the tables were furned. They lost thetr first home point to
lowest place—despite some improvement—malnly because lowly competitors Snfshailom umiIel i;me]'evenhh match. Cardiff City—of all clubs—won at Molyneux, and on
strongly. =~ Y¥et they had two players atiracting the stiention of Tepresemtative  fenmATSEDAL - 1

Jbion applied the Cup blow. From that time
ssts for the first time—oytside-laft Grainger and wing-half Iley. The preparetionthe same home ground West Bromwich Algiu lsnprz e ks L8 Sinbotme

for the season were made umder  cloud, Manager Frapman paseing away. Ha weile returns of the Wolves became no ‘Booth 6, Mullen 6, Wishaw 6, Céﬂl;ﬂbie’rzi Deeley

succeeded by Joe Mercer, who went back to Arsena] for Jack ‘Wilkinson, a centre-furwani-‘ri Murray 12, Broadbent 9. Slater 7,

arth onents 2. Total 89. Cup:
Who scored twica in his first game for the United. and did g hat-trick later. Mentinls Flowers 1, McDonald 1, Shorthouse 1, Opp

of the fact that the Bramall Lane team scored more goals than high-up Arsenal poiné
to the depantment in need of strength-—defence. Among encouraging performances ws
8 fourth-round Cop win at Boiton. Goalscorers—League: Howitt 14, Wragg 9, Graingi
8, Ringstead 8, Hagan 6, Wilkinson 6, Hoyland 3, Wakiock 3, Hawksworth 2, Cross |
gpe‘::[r_locg 1, Opponents 2. Totsl 63. Cup: Wragg 3, Hoyland 2, Crainger 1, Hawksworl
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As $rary perf ble for topsy-turvy resulis, SUNDERLAND oceupled 1
high place right through the seagon. ‘They could be just a8 good, and even more enter
taining st tlmes, than they were annoying on other ocoasions. At Luton—in Novembor—
they suffered their worst dsfeat for forty years. On thelr own ground to Newecastt
United—they lost by six as g part of a far from happy Ohrisimas. Thiz Jed to th
arrival at Roker Park of centre-forward Bill Holden. If not an outstanding suceess, b
produced 4wo goals—against Newcastle— which took the slde inte the semi-final. &
that important stage, however, they had one of the many indifferent display day
Bhackleton, wearing the aumber eleven shirt, entertrined af outside-left, and elsewhen
with another former Burnley player, Elltott, converted to an inside posttion. Flamin
blayed his part, but ninety-five goals against—highest in the Pirst Divisoin—sugpes)
that the defence was not up to the general forward standard. With that departmen
improving, Sunderland could take a higher place, even without expensive forward
Chisholm and Purden. Goaldcorers—League: Fleming 29, Purdon 10, Chisholm 4
Elliott 8, Shackleton 7, Bingham 5, Halden 5, Anderson 2, Msnnigan 2, Danle] 1
Eemp 1, Opponents 1. Total 80. Cup: Fleming 4, Holden 2, Anderson 1, Danjel I
Elllott 1. ‘Total 9.

Should the captain of a side manape, on the fleld, the Players the manager ha
selseted? That, tersely put, Is the question to which Danny Blanchfiower of TOTTENHAN
HOTSP:I: and manuie‘;‘ Jim Anderson had different reh?;ix. 80, In tge hent of a :; g
perate uggke to avold relegation, the skipper of Ireland was deposed. The argn 3 dl McDonald.

: . ' iel, Purdom, Anderson, Fraser, Hedley,
reached iis climax by reason of position switches during the sixth round Cup-tte againsdSunderland: Sst‘:;ltt:zlng B]I)n‘:;l: 1;1. Blont n’g, A itken, * Chisholua , Shackleton.




