Review of the Season
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early weeks from Cheesley and later from Ritchie, accompanied them after 65 years
in the lower echelons, And the First Division will have a rare player-manager next
season following the success of Johnny Giles in his first season in that role at West
Bromwich Albion. His i side showed more resilience in the final analysis
than Bolton, who for so long seemed certain to go up, Southampton, who took 38 out
of 42 home points but found travelling unprofitable, and Luton, who projected ‘a
cheerful front even in the real face of bankruptcy. . ’

Luton, who in November were given just one month to live, faced the most severe
fmancial difficulties. But their problems were by no means untypical. Portsmouth,
relegated alon%l}xlrith York and Oxford, faced debts of over £300,000, and the general
lack of profitability among the League clubs again provoked discussions of a restruc-
turing of competition and a tum towards part-time football.
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Express, with their offer of £10,000 to any scorer of 30 League goals in the First or
Second Divisions, remained untested; this despite a lone, brave challenge by Derck
Hales of Charlton who reached 28 with two games to go, then dried up.

Discipline took on a smoother style in the wake of legislation which made provision
for automatic snspensions when an offender reached 20 penalty points and for most
sending-off trans| ions. And even though it was a season in which the talents of
Rodney Matsh were sacked by Manchester City and allowed to be rted to the
United States, and even though Liverpool, still the most machine-like of the very best
sides, the ultimate winners, there was, at least, lip-service paid to the needs of
the paying customer.

The present-day chestnut of foothall — ‘do you want us to entertain or win?" — began
to lose some of its polarisation, even if performances at national level continued to
question the value of such intense domestic competition.
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